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FADE | N:
I NT. WH TE HOUSE OVAL OFFI CE - JULY 1970 - DAY

PRESI DENT RI CHARD NI XON i s having a neeting with J. EDGAR
HOOVER, Director of the FBI and N xon's Chief Donestic Policy
Advi sor, JOHN EHRLI CHMAN. They are watching the Charles
Manson trial on T.V. Nixon gets up and turns off the T.V.
and then sits back down behind his desk.

NI XON
That psycho hi ppi e Manson and his
crazy drugged out girl disciples did
us a big fucking favor, that's for
goddamm sure. Everyone is absolutely
terrified of themand the whol e hippie
drug culture. You'd al nost think
that they were working for us.

HOOVER
So you want to build on the paranoia
t hey' ve creat ed.

NI XON
Exactly. What Manson did put the
maj ority of Americans squarely on
our side in our war on drugs. Now I
want to focus on the young peopl e.
| want every young person in the
country to be scared shitless to do
drugs, which they should be. And I
want the kids that are only doing
drugs because of peer pressure to
conme back to us.

HOOVER
The Anerican people are clearly behind
you on this issue M. President.

NI XON
| swear to God, we have an entire
generation of young people that are
conpletely self-destructive, hate
authority and are sinply unafraid to
try stupid things. They' Il ingest a
whol e pharmacy of different types of
illegal drugs w thout even caring
what happens to them just because
their friends are doing it too. |I'm
sure the Russians are watching this
very closely. Wat better way to
destroy the Anmerican governnent from
within than by getting dunb, drugged
out Anerican kids to do their dirty

( MORE)



NI XON ( CONT' D)
work for them It's a comruni st
conspi racy and nobody's doing a
goddamm t hi ng about it.

HOOVER
Do you want ny people to conme up
with some options?

NI XON
Let's see what you think of ny idea
first.

HOOVER
What do you have in m nd?

NI XON
VWat if some of the major hippie
| eaders that are very popul ar
musi ci ans di e of drug overdoses?
That should scare a | ot of kids back
to our side.

HOOVER
(pause, thinking)
We can pull that off. W can target
ones that are already known addi cts.
Their overdoses wll all ook like
acci dent s.

NI XON
My guess is that after their heroes
are dead, a lot of these kids wll
do sone serious soul searching for
the first time and decide that they
don't want to die. That's when
they'I'l call nmom and dad for help.
Then we'll get theminto treatnent
prograns so that these parents can
get their children back. Wen | ran
for President | told the Anerican
people that I would win the drug
war, and | nean to.

HOOVER
Do you have potential targets?

NI XON
| asked John to |l ook into that.
(to Ehrlichman)
What have you come up wth?



EHRLI CHVAN
M. President, | have three potenti al
targets - Janis Joplin, Jim Hendrix
and Jim Morrison.

NI XON
Never heard of them

HOOVER
| know who they are. W' ve had our
eye on themfor sone tine. All three
are very popular nusicians with a
huge hi ppie follow ng. They al
strongly advocate the use of drugs.
All three are also well left of the
Denocr at s.

NI XON
Conmuni st s?

HOOVER
Possibly. And all three are adamantly
agai nst the war.

NI XON
| want Lennon. John Lennon.

HOOVER
| wish we could get him but it's
going to be tough to make it | ook
i ke an accident. There have al ready
been two attenpts on his life within
the |l ast couple of nonths. One was
by a drugged out kid who was upset
that the Beatl es broke up and the
ot her was a born again who got really
angry when Lennon said the Beatles
wer e bigger than Jesus a few years
back. So now Lennon and his wife
are holed up in a Park Avenue fortress
with lots of security. It also
doesn't help that he keeps telling
the press that the Anmerican governnent
is going to try to kill him There's
just too much attention on Lennon
right now for a clean hit. Maybe
| at er.

NI XON
| fucking hate that |iney cocksucker
He's a communi st and doesn't even
try to hide it. Part of the New
Left. Mt with Mao's people
personal | y.

( MORE)



NI XON ( CONT' D)
Why doesn't he go back to Engl and
and protest his own governnent? The
only reason he doesn't |ive over
there i s because he doesn't want to
pay those ridiculously high British
taxes. Goddamm honpsexual diva son-

of -a-bitch

EHRLI CHVAN
M. President, | agree with M.
Hoover . If we take out Lennon now,

it wll be hard to get the majority
of the Anerican public to believe
that it was an accident. Plus, the
British governnment still like hima
| ot for sone reason - there's al ways
a chance they might turn on us since
he's one of their VIPs.

NI XON
OK, |l don't like it, but I'll play
along for now He really should
change the spelling of his |ast nane
to L-E-N-1-N and nmake his first nanme
VI adamr. That way he woul d be
VI adam r John Lenin Communi st Hi ppie.
That's a good nanme, don't you think?

Hoover and Ehrlichman chuckl e.

NI XON ( CONT' D)
Tell me about these other three.

EHRLI CHVAN

(reading fromhis

file)
Janis Lyn Joplin. Twenty-seven
Born and raised into a mddl e-cl ass
famly in Port Arthur, Texas, but
tries to convince everyone she's
white trash so they' Il buy nore of
her al buns. Was di scovered in the
San Franci sco hi ppi e scene.

NI XON
What the fuck happened to San
Franci sco and the Bay Area? It used
to be one of the nost beautiful places
in the whole country - a really
conservative place, too. But for
years now, all the fucking gay sailors
go there to get their cocks sucked
and to fuck other faggots in the

( MORE)



NI XON ( CONT' D)
ass, just |ike Sodom and Gonorrah.
And if that wasn't bad enough, the
spoi | ed Berkel ey kids have shut down
their own canpus several tinmes. Not
only that, they refuse to let any of
the normal kids go to school who
just want to get an education. The
bad ki ds get hooked on drugs, start
studying Karl Marx and violently
protest the war. Looting and viol ence
everywhere - it's a disaster going
on all over the country, and | won't
stand for it.

EHRLI CHVAN
Joplin's a heroin addict.

HOOVER
And that provides us with our
opportunity. It should be an easy

hit. No one will suspect a thing.

NI XON
What do you nean? Don't junkies
know how nuch to take so they won't
di e?

HOOVER
Yes, but they want to take it to the
limt to get as high as possible.
And as their tol erance builds up,
t hey have to take nore and nore.
Heroin addicts don't inject pure
heroin or it mght kill them So
they cut it, usually wth baking
powder or sugar.

EHRLI CHVAN
So all we have to do is nake sure
that she injects pure heroin - lots
of it, when she thinks it's already
been cut. The coroner will assune
that she got too wasted to renenber
whet her she cut it or not or when
she | ast shot up. So we'll nake
sure that it |ooks |ike she
accidentally injected herself twce
with pure heroin. She's also a big
al coholic which makes the heroin
nmore toxic.



HOOVER

W' ve done this type of hit before,
many tines. Normally we'll mx in a
strong tastel ess sedative into their
favorite bedti ne beverage, and then
insert the drugs into their rectum
after they pass out, but | think
this method should work just as well.

NI XON

Are you going to use your people?
HOOVER

No, I'll get the five famlies to do

the job. Their people sell drugs to
all the hippies anyway, so getting
in close is no problemfor them

NI XON

This makes a | ot of sense. | want
every hippie girl out there that is
taking drugs, that is giving every
| onghaired snelly hippie guy syphilis
and gonorrhea, getting abortions
that they don't even renmenber, to
wake up and snell the coffee. |
want themto start shaving their
| egs again and wearing bras. | want
themto be respectful to their parents
and the society that made them the
way that all young people shoul d.
My daughter Tricia works with these
girls and she is always telling ne
t hat pinps use drugs to control them
and make them do what ever they want,
just like that crazy Manson.

(pause)
Tell me about the other two.

EHRLI CHVAN
Janmes Marshall Hendrix. Black. 27
Gewup nostly in Seattle. D d a
year in the Arny as a paratrooper
bef ore receiving an honorabl e
di schar ge.

NI XON
How did he get out early?

EHRLI CHVAN
He cl ai nred he was a honosexual and
wanted to fuck all of the guys in
his platoon, so they |let himout.



NI XON
Cocksucker!

EHRL| CHVAN
He's addicted to several different
drugs.

HOOVER
If we take himout, we have the added
val ue of reaching all of the mnority
drug users - making themterrified.
We can't get themto stop doing drugs
unl ess they want to stop.

NI XON

That's the whole point of all of
this. | want every hippie in this
country to be so scared of drugs
that they' Il want to grow up, change
their lives and take on adult
responsibilities. As long as they
remain children, they'll always be
tenpted by drugs, which we knowis a
direct pathway to the communi st party.

(to Ehrlichman)
Next one.

EHRLI CHVAN
Janes Douglas Morrison. VWiite. 26
Comes froma very good famly. His
father is a rear Admral in the Navy.

NI XON
Jesus Christ - an admral ?!

EHRL| CHVAN
He served with distinction in VW2
and Kor ea.

NI XON
Rear admiral Morrison, that nane
sounds famliar. Wasn't he in comand
of naval operations during the Gulf
of Tonkin incident?

EHRLI CHVAN
He was. Everyone says he's a good

egg.

NI XON
(shaki ng his head)
There has never been a tine in
American history when there were so
many young rotten apples com ng from
( MORE)



NI XON ( CONT' D)
good famlies. And drugs are the
reason - it has to be.

EHRLI CHVAN
The son is a huge drunk and a drug
addict. He could die at any tine
W thout us even hitting him He
al so has a history of nenta
instability.

NI XON
Good. Hit him | like this plan.
It's beginning to growon ne. CGo to
it and report back to ne. \Wen is
this going to happen?

HOOVER
| would recommend that we hit two of
them as soon as possible with the
third hit sonetinme within the year.
That shoul d get us the maxi mum public
response that we're | ooking for.

NI XON
John, after this gets done, | want
to start a grass roots effort of
not hers agai nst drugs. | don't want

anyt hi ng negative, just that we want
all of the wayward children to cone
home. Let's start with the churches
inthe rural areas and as it grows,
we'll get the churches in the cities,
too, and if we're lucky, it should
grow exponentially fromthere.

want everyone to junp aboard, white,
bl ack, Hispanic, Asian, etc. and |

al so want this to cross party lines.
| f everything goes as planned, we
can take credit for winning the war
on drugs during ny reelection

canpai gn.

EHRL| CHVAN
Yes sir.

HOOVER
| f possible, I'd like to hit two of
t hem overseas so that no one will be

able to tie this together.

NI XON
O K, but nmake sure you talk to Dick
Hel ms about this. W may need Cl A
support.



HOOVER
M. President, if you wouldn't m nd
talking to Dick, I'd really appreciate
it. W've never really gotten al ong.

NI XON
No problem | think Dick wll be
very excited to help. Let's get to
it.

HOOVER
We'll get started right away, M.
Pr esi dent.

NI XON
Excel | ent.

(pause, thinking)
You know, the best part about this
plan is that we're not really killing
anybody. All three of these horrible
druggi e, anti-war trouble makers
i kely woul d have overdosed anyway,
probably sooner rather than |ater.
W m ght as well have them overdose
now so that for the first and only
time in their mserable lives they're
actually doing sonething to help
their country, rather than their
usual behavior of trying to do
everything they can to burn it to
the ground. It's pretty ironic when
you think about it, even poetic.
Bei ng the ungrateful bastards that
they are, they may not want to give
anyt hing back to this country, this
nost wonderful country in the world
that created them that nurtured
them that gave themall the freedom
and opportunity in life to be anything
they wanted to be, which they chose
to squander and waste conpletely.
But that's all right. Since they
don't want to give back, we'll nake
them gi ve back. [If they won't make
good Anericans when they're alive,
then they' ||l make great Americans
when they' re dead.

| NT. RUNDOWN HOTEL I N BAD PART OF TOMN - TWO WEEKS LATER -
NI GHT

JANI'S JOPLIN enters her room as the phone rings. She carries
two paper bags full of groceries. She sets the groceries
down on a table and closes the door. She then renoves the
phone connection fromthe wall.



10.

JANI S
The fuckers never | eave ne al one.

There is a knock on the door. Janis opens the door and BILL
white, hippie, cowboy, twenty-five, enters.

JANI S (CONT' D)
Perfect timng, Bill. Ws it hard
scoring?

Bl LL
Not really. Larry knew a pretty
cool pusher fromthe last tour.

Jani s begins putting the groceries away whi ch consi st of
canned chili, potato chips, candy bars, T.V. dinners and a
12- pack of canned beer.

JANI S
|"msurprised. Al the pushers
normal Iy get busted in this town.

Bl LL
| think he just got out of jail.

Jani s opens two cans of beer and gives one to Bill. Bil
takes a dri nk.

Bl LL ( CONT' D)
Ain't nothing better in the world
than cold beer - thank you, Darlin'!

JANI S
My pleasure, Bill. And thank you
for getting the junk. Dd he cut it
al ready?
Bl LL
Yeah, sugar. | watched himdo it.
Are you gonna shoot up with ne?
JANI S
| haven't decided yet.
Bill takes out a book of matches, cotton ball, spoon, syringe
and needl e and pl astic tubing.
Bl LL
| think it's great that you stopped
for a while. I'mnot sure | could

do that. How long has it been since
your last fix?

JANI S
Al nost two weeks.
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Bl LL
| don't blanme you. |It's definitely
the smart nove - being a junkie is
the worst thing you can be.

JANI S
No, being patriotic is the worst
t hing you can be.

Bi Il chuckl es.

JANI' S ( CONT' D)
|"ve tried to quit before. | nearly
made it for a whole nonth back in
'68. We were on a European tour and
| couldn't get any for a week, so |
went cold turkey and then just kept
going. But finally we were able to
get sonme and | went back.

Bl LL
Did you drink a lot during those
t hree weeks?

JANI S
Are you kidding - gallons! Just
like now |I'mnot sure how el se

you' re supposed to quit. Maybe |
shoul d just beconme a big drunk Iike
t hat fucki ng di ckhead Morri son.

Bill chuckles as he takes out a very small package of heroin
and places sone of it on the spoon as Janis turns on the
radio. Bill then lights a match and places it under the
spoon to cook the heroin. He then puts the cotton ball in
the liquid and draws it in with the syringe.

JANI'S (CONT' D)
Can you believe how fucking big these
guys are getting? It seens |ike
every tinme | turn on the radi o one
of their songs is on.

Bill pulls the plastic tubing tight around his bicep and
then taps his vein.

Bl LL
| can't figure it out either. They
sure don't do it for ne. But the
kids definitely want the heavier
sound now. That seens to be the
direction that rock nusic is headed.

Bill injects the heroin.
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JAN S
It definitely isn't '67 anynore,
that's for sure. | think Wodst ock

m ght have been the end of peace
music. No nore sinple blues.

Bl LL

You m ght be right for the nost part.
But people wll always |ove your
music, Janis. And there will always
be an audi ence for your voice.

(pause, his speech

sl ows)
This shit is starting to hit ne.

JANI S
s it good?

Bl LL
|"d give it about an eight out of
ten. Mke that nine out of ten.
(speech sl ows even
nor e)
Not too shabby for cow town junk. |
think I mght take a nap and dream a
bit. Can | sleep here?

JANI S
O course you can. That's why |
al ways get a double. You never know
who' s gonna need it.

Bl LL
Thanks. You wanna shoot up?
JANI S
Not right now | think I mght drink

the rest of these beers while |I watch
T.V. and then go to the liquor store
and get sone whi sky.

Bl LL
Sounds like a plan. See you in a
few hours.
JANI S
Enj oy your dreans.
Bl LL
Thanks.
Bill falls asleep, still wearing his cowboy boots. Janis

turns off the radio and turns on the T.V. She finishes the
rest of her beer and gets another beer fromthe fridge and
opens it. She kicks back on her bed.
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JANI S

(to herself)
The end is definitely in sight. The
end of nmy career. | know damm good
and well that I won't have an audi ence
intw years if | don't change ny
nmusi c.

(pause, sighs)
So | guess |'d better change.

| NT. SAME MOTEL ROOM - TWO HOURS LATER

Janis enters the roomfromoutside. She has a quart of
Sout hern Confort that she has already started drinking.
Bill is still asleep on the bed.

JANI S
That really nust be sonme good shit.
I"mdefinitely going to try sone a
little later.

Jani s shakes Bill's boot.

JANI'S (CONT' D)
Hey, sunshine, we've got places to

go and people to see. |'m supposed
to meet up with the band in about an
hour .

Janis turns on the radio. She turns the dial and finds a
song she likes and begins to sing |loudly. Annoyed that Bil
won't wake up, she goes over to himand kisses himon the
lips.

JANI' S ( CONT' D)
Holy shit! Holy shit! Bill, you
overdosed, you stupid cowboy! Wat
the fuck am1 going to do?!

Janis takes a big drink of whisky.

JANI'S (CONT' D)
Fuck!
(bi g exhal e)
Cal m down, Janis - you've been through
this before.

Janis puts the phone plug back into the wall and calls the
front desk.

JANI' S ( CONT' D)
(recovering)
Can you give ne the nunber of the
Hlton? OK - got it. Thank you.



14.
Janis calls.

JANI'S ( CONT' D)

H , yeah, can you put nme through to
a good friend of mne? H's nane is
Shane. Yes, this is Janis. Mrris,
it'"s nice to nmeet you. Yes, | wll
si gn an autograph for you when
come over. Can you put ne through
to Shane? Thanks Morris.

(pause)
Shane, I'min big fucking trouble!
Bill bit it! Yes, he's dead! I
don't know, he seened |like he could
handle it well enough. You gotta
clean up this ness! Wy, because
it's your fucking job! | don't know
Shane, he's been dead for an hour or
two at the nost. So you'll take
care of it? Good. | don't want
anyone to know | was here and you've
got to get rid of his body. | don't
know. .. call sonebody! This is your
job and what | pay you for, so fucking
get it done!

(pause)
O K, that's better. Get ne a suite
at the Hlton - | should be there in

about twenty mnutes. O K Bye
| NT. FANCY HOTEL ROOM - ONE WEEK LATER - MORNI NG

JOHNNY, a nobster, late 30's, sits on the double bed waiting,
drinking a cup of coffee. STEVE, late 30's, a record
executive, sits in a chair at a desk snoking a cigarette.

The door knocks and Steve opens it. Janis and SHANE enter.
Shane, 20's, | ooks |like an upscal e hippie who just canme from
a fashion show Janis is dressed casually, not wanting to
draw attention to herself and is carrying a half enpty quart
of Southern Confort.

STEVE
Thanks for com ng, guys. Janis, how
are you?

JANI S
O K., | guess. This is ny persona

assi stant, Shane.
St eve shakes hands wi th Shane.

STEVE
It's probably best if we wait until
everyone gets here before we start.
( MORE)
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STEVE ( CONT' D)
The front desk just called and
everyone el se should be here in just
a m nute.

SHANE
Can | bum one?

STEVE
O course.

Steve gives Shane a cigarette and lights it for him Janis
wal ks over to the wi ndow and | ooks out. The door knocks and
Steve opens it. In walks JIM MORRI SON and JIM HENDRI X, who
are acconpanied by Jim's two | arge bodyguards, REGA E and
TONY, who are both black, 20's.

JIM
(to Reggie and Tony)
Guys, why don't you hang out si de.
This shouldn't take too |ong.

The bodyguards exit and Steve cl oses the door.

JIM
(noticing Janis)
Real [y?! | didn't know t he redneck

bitch from Texas would be here! Who
the fuck invited her?!

Janis tries to throw a punch at Jim but is intercepted by
Shane.

JANI S
Morrison, you aren't even close to
being a real man!

JIM
(1 aughi ng)
Tal k about carrying a grudge for way
too long. Wy don't you go stick
anot her needle in your tits?

JANI S
11 kill him

Janis lunges at Jimand this tinme is held back by Shane and
Jim .

JIM
Didn't the two of you get this out
of your systens back in '67?



JI'M
(1 aughi ng)
| m ssed her too!

JIM
Cool it, Janis.

Jani s wal ks over by the wi ndow and tries to cool

crosses her arns and glares at Jim

JIM
(rmotioning toward
Shane)
Who's this guy?

JANI S
That's Shane. He's ny personal
assi stant, you asshol e.

JIM
(chuckl i ng)
Wel |, Shane, | hope you | ast |onger
than Jani s' previous assistants.
They' re al ways good | ooki ng guys,
never girls. Grls are too much
conpetition. So, for these guys,

first she gives themthe crabs, then

the crotch rot and finally she gets
t hem hooked on smack and then they
overdose and die. But that's o.Kk.

because she just dunps themon the

side of the road and then gets another
one. That's what stars do. But |I'm

sure that won't happen to you
(1 aughs)

16.

off. She

Janis lunges at Jimand this tinme succeeds in punching him

squarely on the jaw, knocking himto the floor.

As Jani s

tries to finish the job, Jim and Shane pull her off of him

JIM
Janis, that's enough! And Jim shut

up!
Jimgets up off the floor.

JIM
(glaring at Janis)
Fucki ng bitch!

Jimlunges for Janis and Janis lunges for Jim
back Janis as Jim holds back Jim

Shane hol ds
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JIM
Hey, the two of you can beat the
shit out of each other later on for
all |1 care, but I want to know why
we' re here!

Jani s goes back to the wi ndow and Ji m goes back over by the
bed.

STEVE
(looking at Jim,
Janis and Jinm
Al right, let's cut the bullshit.
You know who | am and you know what
| do, right?

JIM
(pause)
Yeah, you're Steve, the guy who fixes
things for the nusic industry when
t hings get fucked up with the feds.
|'ve heard about you. You know a
| ot of people in WAashi ngton.

JANI S
Everyone knows who you are. Wy do
you think I came?

JIM
Well | don't know who he is. | only
agreed to cone to this early norning
nmeeting so | could fuck with Janis
again. And | nust say, the neeting
has been everything | hoped it would
be and nore, so far. The good news
is that I never went to bed | ast
night, so the party just keeps goi ng!

JIM
Why didn't you contact our nanagenent ?
Why did you call us directly? Janis,
| assune he called you too?

JANI S
Yeah.

STEVE
Because the information you' re about
to hear is dangerous, very dangerous,
and | have no idea who may be in on
this.

JIM
VWhat the fuck are you tal ki ng about ?



STEVE
(rmotioning to Johnny)
This is Johnny and he has sone really
inmportant information that affects
all three of you.

JIM
We're all being deported to Cuba!
JIM
Come on, Jim
JIM
Sorry!
STEVE

Johnny, go ahead and tell them
JOHNNY

Words conme down that Nixon wants al

three of you dead.

Jim, Janis and Shane are all stunned.

JIM
VWhat the fuck?!

JANI S
VWhy ?!

J OHNNY

Because he wants to win the drug war
and he thinks he can do it if he
t akes you out.

JIM
(hangi ng hi s head)
Holy shit.

JANI S
That's bullshit! N xon would never
do that - he'd never get away with
it. W're too big. People wll
notice. There's no way it can happen.

JIM
(sol emml y)

Jani s, use your head. Johnson and
Hoover killed both Kennedys and Dr.
King. |If they pulled that shit off
and everybody bought it, you really
don't think that N xon and Hoover
could take us out?



19.

JANI S
(quiet, realizing)
Fuck.

JIM
Probably a piece of cake for all the
experienced killers they have at
their disposal.

JOHNNY
Their plan is to kill all three of
you and nmeke it look |ike you
over dosed.

JIM

And the FBI is going to do it?

J OHNNY
No, Hoover wants the five fanilies
to do the job

JIM

(catchi ng on)
Because pushers that work for the
mob will be nore difficult for us to
spot. FBI agents stand out |ike
sore thunbs. They've been trying to
bust nme on drug charges since '67,
but ny guys are too smart to buy
from agents.

JOHNNY
Exactly.

There is silence and then Jimstarts | aughing.

JIM
| love it! | always knew Tricky
D ck was good for a | augh

Janis wal ks over to Jimand slaps himacross the face,
silencing him She wal ks back over to the window. He pays
no attention to her, takes a flask out of his back pocket
and takes a drink.

JIM
How do you know all this?

JOHNNY
|"ma nmade guy in one of the five
famlies. That's as nmuch as | can
tell you

STEVE
Are the famlies going to do it?
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JOHNNY
Nobody wants to cross Hoover. Hoover
| ets us run our businesses the way
we want as |long as we take out any
comuni st organi zers in the unions
that we control. W also do special
j obs for Hoover every once in a while,
like this job.

JIM

(scared)
If the President, FBI and the Mafia
all want us dead, there's really
not hi ng we can do, right? No hiding
place is safe. | nean, | could
di sappear sonewhere in the m ddl e of
nowhere, sonme small country, and
they'd still find me - isn't that
right?

JOHNNY
That's right. But don't panic just
yet. Four of the famlies, and
they're the ones who sent ne, earn
with all three of you, so they al
told Hoover that they would take the
job but inreality they' re just
stalling for time. The other famly,
who | won't nanme, already has their
people on the job. To be perfectly
honest, I'msurprised all three of
you are still alive. Have there
been any attenpts on your lives within
the |l ast few weeks?

JIM
| haven't noticed anyt hing.
JI'M
(1 aughi ng)

Man, these have to be the world's
wor st assassins. How hard can it be
to kill nme? | know, why don't |

junp off the Gol den Gate Bridge -
that will fuck up all of their plans!

JANI S
(begi ns sobbi ng, | ooks
at Shane)
| think soneone tried to kill nme
| ast week. | was with a friend and

he bought sonme drugs for us. He
said he watched the dealer cut it

wi th sugar.
( MORE)



21.

JANI'S (CONT' D)
|"mon a break so | didn't take any,
but he shot up and was dead within
an hour.

STEVE
Are you sure he didn't just take too
much? Heroin and norphi ne addicts
overdose and die all the tine.

JANI S
Not the younger ones who have noney
and know what they're doing. He
wasn't a rookie. He was a heroin
junkie longer than ne - since '65 at
| east.

JOHNNY

That's a botched hit. That heroin
was never really cut and what your
friend injected was pure heroin that
was neant for you. The wise guy in
charge of the hit is probably in a

| ot of trouble with his capo. The
only way he can redeem hinself is by
killing you, and by killing you very
soon.

JANI S
(begi nning to panic)
How wi Il killing us get them what
t hey want ?

JOHNNY
Because of what you represent. Like
it or not, all three of you are viewed
as |l eaders of the drug countercul ture.

JIM

That's fucking bullshit, man! 1'ma
musi ci an, not sone political |eader!

(begins to wal k around

the room becom ng

par anoi d)
Jesus. Wiy not take out John Lennon
instead? He's a bigger fish and
does as nuch drugs as any of us.

J OHNNY
Too much light on him The public
has to believe it was an acci dent.
They m ght not buy it with Lennon.
Everybody knows that N xon wants him
dead.



JANI S
This is fucking bullshit! 1'Il call
a press conference and expose the
whol e t hi ng!

JOHNNY
Who woul d bel i eve you, Janis? Wo
woul d believe any of you? Yeah,
sone of your fans would believe you
but the rest of your fans would
probably think you' re really high
and they'd have a really good | augh.
And regul ar people certainly aren't
going to believe you. To themyou're
not just part of the drug problem
you are the drug problem |If a big
newspaper or one of the major networks
runs a story about this, N xon's
people will be down on them so fast
that it wouldn't even be worth it
for them because there's no w tnesses
and no facts, only hearsay. And
besi des, the nmedia is focused on the
war right now, not the three of you.

JIM

(beginning to

under st and t he bi gger

pi cture)
And the Manson trial. The nedia is
focused on the Manson trial and how
crazy Charles Manson used drugs to
get his bitches to kill for him |If
the three of us overdosed now, N xon
and Hoover wll be able to tie this
al together. They'll say that drugs
make you crazy. They make you kil
peopl e and they can also kill you.
Look at Manson, but | ook at your
heroes, too. Look at what happened
to them The sane thing can happen
to you. The sane thing will happen
to you. It's the perfect plan.

JOHNNY
That' s what they think.

JIM
Let me guess, and all three of us
will die just like Marilyn Monroe.
(chuckl i ng)
What are they going to do, inject
downers up our asses?
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JOHNNY
Sonething |ike that. Because of who
you are, a drug overdose for al
three of you m ght not be too hard
to sell. A lot of people will say
you got what you deserved.

JANI S
(becom ng very paranoi d)
The establishnment! Square peopl e!
Goddamm Vi et nam war | overs!

JIM

(1 aughi ng)
Can | get a bullet in the head |ike
t he Kennedys? | want ny head to
expl ode like a big fucking nel on.
That way |1'I1l get what | deserve.

(rai sing hand)
| vote for that!

Jani s, distraught, sits down on the bed and begi ns crying.
Jim, also distraught, sits beside her and puts his arm around
her.

JIM
| s there anything we can do?

JOHNNY
Yeah there is. Beef up your security.
Don't go anywhere wi thout them If
you're going to do drugs, buy in
bul k and cut it yourself. Mke sure
your friends use the stuff before
you do and watch themclosely for a
few hours to make sure it's o.k

JIM
What if we stop doi ng drugs?

JOHNNY
| f you can do it, that woul d be best.
Announce it to everyone. |If everyone
knows you're clean, taking the three
of you out and making it look |like a
drug overdose gets a | ot harder

JIM
(chuckl i ng)
No drugs, no problem | hate ny

stupid fans anyway. This will be ny
gol den opportunity to tell themto
fuck off. Wwo told themthat drugs
were good for them anyway?
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JIM
You did. Al three of us did.

JIM
Ch yeah, | al nbost renenber that.
Vell now I guess we have to pay the

fiddler.

Jani s suddenly expl odes in anger, getting up fromthe bed
and sl amm ng t he whi skey bottle on the table.

JANI S
| can't quit for nore than a nonth -
|'ve tried!

STEVE
| know, Janis. W'Ill get you into a

good rehab program There's one in
Mal i bu that's worked for a bunch of
stars.

SHANE
Janis, you can do this.

STEVE
When do you go out on tour again?

JANI S
Not for anot her nonth.

STEVE
Then think of it as a nice vacation.
You're going to love it there.

JANI S
(sad, resigned to her
fate)
It doesn't seemlike | have nuch of
a choi ce.
STEVE

And | will make sure you have really
good security while you' re there.

JIM
So say we do everything you said and
they can't hit us right away. Wn't
they just wait us out and hit al
three of us later on? You can't
stay conpletely alert forever - |
| earned that shit in the Arny.



JOHNNY
No, Ni xon wants to see results right
away. |If Hoover can't deliver on

the three of you pretty soon, he'l

have to find other targets and there's

no shortage of candidates, really.
(pause)

So, sone of your fellow perforners

in the nusic industry may get killed

i nst ead.

JANI S
Sone of our friends?
JOHNNY
Maybe.
(pause, thinking)
Pr obabl y.
JIM

| don't want to sound sel fish, but
better them than ne.

STEVE
Renmenber, don't tell anybody about
this, and I nmean anybody. There may
be people in the nmusic business that
are involved in this.

JOHNNY
That's actually very likely. They
may have a business or even personal
connection to the famly. If you
talk to the wong person about this,
you coul d be signing your own death
warrant. Word will get back to the
famly, they may panic and then their
peopl e may just nurder you outright.
It won't be what Ni xon and Hoover
want, but I'msure they'|ll stage it
so that it looks |ike a drug buy
that went sour. So like Steve said,
don't talk to anyone about this.
It's safer for everyone if nobody
knows anyt hing about this but the
people in this room Steve and |
are in a lot of danger too for telling
you this, so don't think we don't
have any skin in the ganme, because
we do. W could get killed. Again,

beef up your security. |If you have
really good security over the next
few nonths, |'mbetting that N xon

and Hoover are going to start | ooking
for other targets.

25.
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JIM
Thanks for letting us know so that
we can prepare.

JOHNNY
Like I said, we make a | ot of noney
with the three of you and we want to
see that continue.

JI'M
(1aughi ng hard)
Ha, ha, ha! This is the best joke
|"ve ever heard, by far

Jimgrabs Janis' Southern Confort and takes three big sw gs
before setting it back down on the table very carefully,
i ke a drunk cl own.

JI'M (CONT' D)
Kill your brothers, kill your sisters
and go along for the ride! |I'mso

into this - can | draw up an
alternative hit list? How about Pat
Boone, Elvis or Liberace? How about
John Wayne?!

JIM
Hey, Lizard King..

JI'M
What ?

JIM
Shut the fuck up

SHANE

(very scared, suddenly

freaki ng out)
Vel what the fuck am | supposed to
do?! Janis, you never said |I'd be
involved in anything like this! You
mean | could get killed just for
hearing this shit?!

JIM
Hey, Shane.

SHANE
What the fuck do you want Morrison?!

JI'M
VWl cone to Anerical



I NT. NI CE HOTEL ROOM - LATER THAT NI GHT

Janis and Jim are lying on top of a bed. They are both
naked and are drinking beer and snoking cigarettes.

JIM
(scared)
|"mreally scared, Janis.

JANI S

You heard what the nob guy said - as
|l ong as we have really good security,
we should be o.k., right? Your guys
are outside our roomand ny guys are
back at ny house. |[|'Il| probably
hire two nore guys, real pros, and
keep themon for the next three or
four nonths. You should do the sane.

JIM
Il will, but I think there nay be
anot her probl em

JANI S
Yeah, like that nob guy said, that
famly has people in the nusic
i ndustry out here, so we keep our
mout hs shut, beef up security and we
should be o.k. Right?

JIM
(scared, grimy)
What if that famly's people go to
our record conpani es and they decide
to give us up?

JANI S
Huh? What the fuck would they do
that for? They nmake their noney off
our backs, renenber?

JIM
Yeah, but not as nmuch noney as they
used to nake.

JANI S
(catchi ng on)
Because we aren't selling as many
al bunms as we did in '67?

JIM
( MORE)

Yeah.



JIM (CONT' D)
| f our record conpanies think that
we're on our down side and N xon
wants human sacrifices that are hippie
rock stars, then why not us? Just
t hi nk how much noney our record
conpanies will save if they don't
have to pronote us anynore. They
can spend all their noney pronoting
bands that are getting huge right
now, bands that are selling a | ot
nore al buns than we are, |ike Led
Zeppelin and Grand Funk.

JANI S

(reassuring)
Nei t her one of us is doing drugs
right now, just |ike that guy
recommended. So, if they're going
to hit sonmeone, they'|ll probably hit
Morrison first.

(1 aughi ng)
We can use himas our canary in a
coal m ne

JIM
Boy, you really would |ike to see
Ji m dead, wouldn't you?

JANI S
He beat up one of ny girlfriends,
badly, a few years ago. He's a nean
fucki ng drunk.

JIM
Yeah, he's an asshol e no doubt, but
he's al so a geni us.

JANI S
He's no genius to ne. The geni uses
are Ray, Robbie and John that have
to performw thout himwhen he's too
fucked up to go on stage. | actually
i ke the Doors better as a trio with
Ray singing all of the songs. They're
three of the nicest, nost tal ented
musi ci ans | know and | feel badly
that they have to put up with that
asshole. And the irony is that
Morrison gets all the credit and al
the fame, which is exactly the way
he planned it all along.

( MORE)

28.
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JANI'S (CONT' D)
The whol e "please feel sorry for ne
because I want to kill nyself" is
really just a bunch of horse shit.
He's a third rate actor working with
first rate nusicians. The truth is
that no wants to |ive nore than
Morri son.

JIM
You're probably right, if they're
going to hit one of us, they'll hit
Jimfirst. He doesn't have any
security and he's drinking and doi ng

nmore drugs than he ever has. It's
like he's daring themto kill him
JANI S

Morrison being heroic? Don't make
me |laugh. Al of that is just part
of the act. But | bet you that deep
down inside he's even nore afraid
than we are.

JIM
| know you hate him Janis, and he's
fucked me over nore tines that
have fingers and toes, but he doesn't
deserve to die.

JANI S
If they kill himwhat do you think
we shoul d do?

JIM
| have a good friend in a renote
area in Brazil. He's a drug
trafficker and lives on a huge ranch
with a shitload of armed security.
He's al ways begging nme to conme over
for a vacation. Best of all, nobody
has any idea that | know this guy,
not even ny people. M tour ends in
a nonth, so | was thinking of sneaking
away then, flying fromLA to Mexico
Cty, fromMxico City to U uguay,
and from Uruguay to Brazil. 1'll
use a fake passport. | was thinking
about staying at his place for a
coupl e of nonths.

JANI S
What about your career?
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JIM
Fuck the career - | want to |ivel
It'1l still be there when | get back.
JANI S

Can | go with you?
Jim gives Janis a French ki ss.

JIM
O course you can. We'll go right
after you get out of rehab. [1'1lI
have a fake passport nade for you

JANI S
Let's go as husband and wi fe!

JIM
That's a great idea!

JANI S

(1 aughi ng)

Just to warn you, |I'ma bitch when
|"'mon the rag and |'ma pretty shitty
cook.

JIM
| can cook!

JANI S
VWhat a relief! | can't wait to | eave.
Let those Mafia fuckers kill sonmeone
el se.

JIM

Yeah, but | sure feel sorry for Jim

JANI S
Fuck that guy!

Jim sadly | ooks down at the bed. Janis puts Jim's head in
her | ap and begins stroking his hair.

JANI' S ( CONT' D)
It's gonna be o.k., baby. W're
going to make it.

Janis sings to Jim as she strokes his hair.

| NT. SECLUDED BAR FLY BAR - TWD DAYS LATER - DAY

Jim and Jimare sitting at the bar of a very old barfly
type bar, drinking. An old man, who | ooks honel ess, and is

the only other patron in the bar, has his head resting on
the bar. BRUCE, the bartender, 50's, waits on them



JIM
| could never understand why you
i ke places like this.

JIM
Are you kidding? This is heaven.
There's nobody around to fuck with
me, and | can drink as nuch as |
want. Hey Bruce, do you know how to
make Long Island |Iced Teas?

BRUCE
Sure, Jim Should I nmake that two?
JIM
No, I'mgoing to stick with beer.
JIM
Bruce, yeah, go ahead and nmake two
and |1l drink them bot h.
BRUCE

Com ng up.

Bruce starts to make the drinks.

JIM
I"mreally sorry Jim about the whole
Nico thing a few years back

JIM
That o.k., | was really pissed off
at the tinme that she picked you over
me, but then the two of you fel
deeply in | ove which nmade ne fee

guilty.

JIM
Wy guilty?

JIM
Because it was never going to worKk.

You and Nico are al nost exactly alike.

You fell too hard for each other and
were conpl etely obsessed with one
anot her.

JIM
Yeah, but it was a great four nonths
while it lasted. And when it turned
to shit, it turned into a big pile
of Great Dane dog shit real fast.

JIM
That's the way | ove works | guess.

31.



Jimroars

32.

JI'M
Al I knowis that I'mnever falling
in love again. | don't know how to

be what wonmen want and everything is
pressure, pressure and nore pressure.

JIM
VWhat about Panf?

JI'M
VWhat about her?

JIM
Do you still love her?

JI'M
Sure, sonetines.

JIM
| always |iked Pam

JIM
Everybody likes Pam- that's ny
probl em wi th her.

JIM
| spoke to Janis yesterday.

JIM
You nean you fucked Jani s yesterday.
What did that little cunt have to
say about ne?

JIM
She said that she and | should | ay
| ow and then see if the nob takes
you out. She called you a canary in
a coal mne

wi th |aughter.

JI'M
Ha, ha, ha, | |ove how Janis hates
my guts! | alnost feel |ike she and

| are famly. She's kind of |ike
one of those cousins that you didn't
know you had fromthe Ozarks who
wants to know where she can get sone
good possum pi e.

JIM
You better start |ooking after
yourself, Jim Get sone security
and stay away from people for a while.



JIM
|' ve been hiding from people ny whol e

life and | never | et anyone get cl ose.

| f some Gunba wants to hit ne, |
hope he'll introduce hinself to ne
first so |l can buy hima drink.

Bruce brings Jimhis two drinks.

Ji m chugs

JI' M ( CONT' D)
Thank you, Bruce.
(raises his gl ass)
Here's to the Sicilian Anerican
greaseball that's going to whack ne!

both drinks until they are gone.

JI' M ( CONT' D)
"There once was a young man fromthe
west, who jizzed four tines on Gaen's
chest. He jizzed eight tinmes nore,
but Gnen becane sore, and told him
he's just like the rest!"™

Jimlaughs. Jim chuckl es.

JIM
So stupid!

Ji m | aughs even harder and then starts choki ng.

JIM
Anot her two Long Island Iced Teas,
Bruce!

BRUCE
Com ng up, buddy.
JIM
They're going to kill you, Jim
JIM
| know.
JIM

And you really don't care.

JIM
| really don't care. W all gotta
go sone tinme and what's on the other
side has got to be better than this.

JIM
VWat if there isn't anything on the
ot her side?

33.



JI'M
Even better! Nothing is everything!

Ji m begi ns | aughing again as the drinks begin to hit him

JIM
Whoa, now those are sone good Long
I sland I ced Teas. Wien | die, wll
you cone to ny funeral ?

JIM
O course.

JIM
| just wish | could see it. M rotten
famly wll be there including ny
dad the admral. | bet he won't
shed a tear, not one drop.

JIM
It kind of sounds |ike you have your
whol e funeral all planned out in

your m nd.

JIM
O course, | always like to think
ahead! By the way, |I'msure N co
W ll be there since she's still madly
in love with ne.

JIM
Still?

JIM

Ch, yeah. She calls ne all the tine.
She'll be really distraught at ny
funeral, so make sure you fuck her
to make her feel better. She al ways
used to say that you and | were a

| ot alike.

JIM
The only difference is that | don't
enj oy pissing people off as nuch as
you do. But then again, you were
al ways a cl own.

JI'M
"' m no clown, |I'"'ma fool - there's a
d|fference. In the cl assical
tradi ti onal sense, of course.

JIM
That figures.

34.
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Bruce brings over two nore drinks and Ji mi mredi ately pounds

t hem bot h

Jimand Ji

down.

JIM
Two nore, Bruce. Hey, how did you
make that |ast round so quickly?

BRUCE
| made two pitchers of themthe first
tinme since | knew you woul d probably
want at | east six or eight before
you switch over to sonething el se.
| know ny custoners.

JI'M
Good nan.

JIM
This is your last chance, Jim
They' re probably going to be com ng
for you very soon.

JIM
(1 aughi ng)
G eat !
JI'M (CONT' D)

"There once was a girl naned Mary,
who bought her fresh mlk at the
dairy. One day wal king hone, a cow
she did groan and said Mary ny teat
is for Larry."

JIM
Who's Larry?

JIM
The cow s steer boyfriend!

m | augh.

JIM
That's the worst joke ever!

JI'M
It's not a joke, it's a linerick!

Bruce brings over two nore drinks.

JIM
Drink your drinks you fool!

Ji m pounds down both dri nks.
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JIM
Bruce, for my next round | think
would i ke to switch to sonething
more in line with what Jim and |
have been tal ki ng about.

JIM
VWhat's that?

JI'M
A zonbi e!

Jimand Jim both |augh.

EXT. LARGE HOUSE I N MALI BU, BY THE POOL - THREE WEEKS LATER -
DAY

Janis is lying on a beach chair by the pool. EDDE, a very
good | ooking actor, blond, 20's, is lying on a beach chair
next to her. They are al one.

JANI S
Eddi e, how do | | o0o0k?

EDDI E
You | ook great, Janis. You don't
have a junk face anynore. You've
got a nice tan and the abscesses on
your arnms and | egs have all heal ed
up. You've really becone a hot chick

JANI S
Thank you, baby!

EDDI E
"' m sure not | ooking forward to
| eaving this place.

JANI S
You'll be o.k., Eddie.

EDDI E
| wish | could say you're right, but
being on a novie set is so fucked
up. Sonetinmes it's sixteen hours a
day and you're sitting there waiting

nost of the tinme. It wouldn't be as
bad if |I just had sonething to do.
JANI S

Wiy do you have to sit around for
t hat | ong?



EDDI E
It takes themforever to set up a
scene but only about two seconds to
shoot it.

JANI S
That sounds awful, even worse than
bei ng a nusician touring on the road
endl essly.

EDDI E
You're always tired. When you're on
set, you have to take uppers with
coffee to stay awake and when you go
home you have to take downers with
booze just to get a few hours of
sl eep.

JANI S
When you're on set and you want pills,
just think about the life you have
now. You're healthy, you | ook great.
Do you really want to go back to
t hat ?

EDDI E
No way.
JANI S
Well, there you go. | know for sure

that 1'mnot going back to smack and
whi sky. For the first tinme in a
long tinme ny stonmach doesn't hurt

and when | ook in the bathroom mrror
| don't spit at nmy own reflection
anynore.

(1 ooking at her arns
and |l egs, smling)
| feel pretty again.

EDDI E
Do you want to go to ny roonf

JANI S
(1 aughi ng)
Hold on Eddie! | gotta nake sone
phone calls but after that |I'm al
yours.

EDDI E
(smles at Janis)
"1l be waiting for you naked in ny
bed.
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JANI S
You sure know how to work it in the
bedroom Sone of the positions you
taught nme | never knew exi sted!

EDDI E
How do you think I got through the
iron gates of Hollywood? | don't

have the tal ent you have, so | fucked
every studi o executive's wife that
wanted nme. Most of them were nice

| ooki ng but sone of themwere ugly

as shit - but those were the ones
that did the nost for ny career.

JANI S
And they should have. They probably
hadn't felt that good in years.
(chuckl i ng)
| can testify to that!

Jani s ki sses Eddi e.

EDDI E
"Il be out of here in three days
and 1'lIl be back on set in a week.
| think if I can nake it through the
first nonth without the pills, | can
probably ditch them forever. | just
gotta make it through the first nonth.
JANI S
You will. Have faith. If you fee

like you're starting to go under and
the craving gets so bad you can't
take it, you can always call nme and
we can talk, just |ike we do here.

EDDI E
How wi Il | reach you on the road?

JANI S
"1l give you the nunber of ny
secretary here in LA She'll know
how to reach ne. 1'Ill let her know
that it's o.k. for you to call ne.
Plus, | have your phone nunber, so
"1l call you to nake sure you're
doi ng o. k.

EDDI E
Thanks Jani s.

JANI S
"' m here for you, baby.
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Jani s and Eddi e French ki ss.

EDDI E
Janis, can | ask you sonet hi ng?
JANI S
What's that, good | ooking?
EDDI E
| s sonething eating at you? | nean,
| know you're still going through

junk w thdrawal sickness, but it
seens |like sonmething else is really
bot heri ng you.

JANI S
(charm ng, deflecting)
Oh, you know how it is. |I'mjust

wondering what |I'mgoing to do when

| get back into the recording studio.
CGotta cone up with sone hits if

want to stay on top!

EDDI E
You'l | always be on top, Janis.

Janis smles radiantly and gi ves Eddie a big hug.
| NT. MASTER BEDROOM I N A NI CE HOUSE - ONE WEEK LATER

Jim is sitting up in bed, playing his guitar. Two beautiful
girls, both blond, 17 and naked, are passed out on either
side of him lying on their backs. Both have dried bl ood on
their upper thighs fromhaving their vaginas partially torn
Reggi e enters the room

REGA E
Jim, do you need anyt hing?

JIM
Reggi e, how about clearing these
bitches out of here.

REGAE E
No probl em

JIM
Did you see that big white guy
follow ng us around for the |last few
days.

REGAE E
Yeah, | went and talked to him
( MORE)



REGA E ( CONT' D)
He's just a big fan and wants to see
you in concert as nmany tinmes as he
can while he's on vacati on.

JIM
Do you believe hinf
REGGE E
Yeah, his name is Donal d. | even

snoked a joint wth him He's
harm ess. Wuld you m nd signing an
aut ogr aph for hinf

JIM
Sure. Just nmake sure that you keep
your eyes open all the tinme. These
peopl e that want to kill ne really
mean busi ness.

REGA E
|'ve got your back, boss. An't no
one going to get to you unl ess they
get through ne first...
(punching his fist
into his hand)
...and that ain't going to happen.

JIM
Thanks Reggie. Renenber, | don't
want anybody el se know ng about this
except ne and you.

REGAE E
You know | know how to keep nmy nouth
shut. Even Tony has no idea. He
asked ne yesterday why you hired
extra security and | told himthat
you got word that a drug bust m ght

be com ng down sonmewhere on our tour

JIM
Did he believe you?

REGA E
O course he did. You need anything
el se?

JIM
No, |I'mfine.
(yawni ng)
Good night - 1'lIl see you tonorrow

nor ni ng.

40.
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REGA E
Ni ght boss.

Reggi e picks up the two girls and puts one over each shoul der
and carries themout of the room

Jim |ays down and goes to sl eep.
| NT. SAME BEDROOM - TWO HOURS LATER

Jim is asleep. Three large nen, dressed in black with black
hoods over their faces, enter the roomand quickly grab Jim.
Jim struggles as one of the nen puts a cloth soaked with
ether over Jim's nouth. Jim continues to struggle and

then goes |inp. The nen turn Jim over on his stomach and
one of the nen pulls down Jim's pants and then injects a
substance into his anus. He then pulls up Jim's pants as
one of the other nmen puts a half enpty pill container on the
ni ght stand next to the bed. The three nen then quickly

| eave the hotel room

| NT. SAME BEDROOM - ONE HOUR LATER

Reggie enters the room Jim is dead with his face lying in
vom t.

REGA E
Sorry about that, Jim, but they
paid nme five thousand dollars for
this and you didn't pay shit. Every
bodyguard | talked to gets paid double
what you paid nme. | never did like
your music, either, all that weird
shit you play for the white kids.
(pause)
Well, now | gotta do some acting.
(yel l'i ng)
Oh, shit! Hey, Tony, get your ass
in here, Jim's really fucked up

TONY, Jim's other bodyguard, runs into the room and they
both turn Jim over.

TONY
Fuck, 1 think he's dead, Reggi e!

REGGE E
Call an anbul ance!

TONY
What' s the nunber you're supposed to
call for energencies here in England?!
s it zero?!



Tony runs

REGA E
get Wayne, he'll know what to do!
I

Go
I stay with Jim.

I
out of the room

REGGE E ( CONT' D)

(whi speri ng)
Yeah, Jim, you're dead all right.
Shoul dn't have been so greedy with
t he noney. Should have let ne deal
drugs for you - we could have nmade a
fortune, a |lot nore than you were
maki ng on your own. It's too bad,
brot her, but your tinme was up. Just
anot her big star asshole, that's al
you were. Thought you were immortal -
guess not, huh? Didn't think that
good ol d | oyal Reggi e would doubl e
cross you. Didn't think that in a
mllion years. Wll, baby, | gotta
| ook out for nunber one, ne. | hope
they got electric guitars in hell,
because that's where you're going.

| NT. BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Jimis asleep with PAM

Ji m wakes

RADI O ANNOUNCER
This just in. Jimy Hendrix, rock
musi ci an and an icon of hippie
culture, was found dead | ast night
in a house in London. The prelimnary
report fromthe police indicates
that he likely died froma drug
overdose. He was 27.

up, startled. He begins crying.

JIM
No!

PAM
What's wrong, baby?!

JIM
Jim's dead - they killed him

Ji m hugs Pam and cries inconsol ably.

EXT. ALLEY - TWO DAYS LATER - N GHT

The t hree

The radi o al arm cl ock goes off.
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| arge nmen, again conpletely dressed in black are
carrying Reggie's body.



They pl ace the body |ying down facing a wall.
men rolls up one of Reggie's sleeves and injects him

the needle in his arm The three then quickly exit.

| NT. RESTAURANT - ONE WEEK LATER - MORNI NG

St eve,

restaurant.
The lighting is dim

Shane and Janis sit

di st raught.

SHANE
What have you heard about Jim?
STEVE
Johnny said that Jim overdosed on
his owmn - it wasn't a hit.
JANI S
Bul | shi t!
STEVE

He said that particular nob famly
doesn't do hits over in Europe.
They were going to hit himwhen he
cane back to the U S

JANI S
Then the governnent did it!

STEVE
Johnny said that the government didn't
do it either - no hits in England.
The Americans and the English aren't
getting along too well right now
since the British wouldn't send troops
to fight in Vietnam Nobody wants
to make things worse.

JANI S

That's a lie - Jim wasn't using!
STEVE

He was Janis. | talked to Chaz.

The stress was just too rmuch for him

so he started shooting heroin again

and he was taking downers to sl eep.
(pause, to Janis)

How are you doi ng?

JANI S
How do you think |I'm doi ng?!

STEVE
Are you using again?

43.

One of the

| eavi ng

in a corner table in a secluded
They are the only people in the restaurant.
Jani s and Shane are both visibly
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SHANE
She i s.

Jani s breaks down and starts crying hysterically. Shane
puts his arm around her and Steve puts his hand on her hand.

STEVE
It's o.k., Janis. | know how stressed
out you are. W all loved Jim, but

don't let the stress of this situation
do to you what it did to him Yes,

he had been clean for a while and

when he started using again, his

tol erance wasn't what it had been,

so the drugs killed him Actually,
the drugs fucked himup so bad that

he choked to death on his own vomt,
but you know that shit happens al

the time with junkies.

JANI S
They killed him | know they killed
hi m

STEVE
No they didn't. Let this be a |esson
for you, Janis. | don't want you to

overdose like Jim. You need to get
yoursel f, clean, especially now

JANI S

VWhat difference does it make if al

t hese people want to kill nme anyway?!
STEVE

| know for a fact that they're not
going to get you

JANI S
What ?
STEVE
That's right. 1've got sone good

news for you. Sonme very good news.
Johnny called me | ast night and said
t hat Ni xon and Hoover don't want to
hit you and Morrison anynore.

JANI S
(conf used)
VWhat ?!  Real | y?!

SHANE
Why t he change?
( MORE)



SHANE ( CONT' D)
When we saw hima coupl e of weeks
ago that's not what he said.

STEVE

True. But N xon changes his m nd
like a lot of powerful politicians
do. He's obsessed with John Lennon
and wants hi mtaken out as soon as
possible. Don't be surprised in a
coupl e of weeks if he's found dead
froma drug overdose.

JANI S
(overj oyed)
So I'min the clear?!

STEVE
You're in the clear.

SHANE
(overjoyed, very
relieved)
Hal | el uj ah!

Jani s hugs Steve and ki sses Shane.

JANI S
| feel like a brand new person!

SHANE
Jesus, what a relief! Janis, just
t hi nk when you get back in the studio,
you' |l have so nmuch new great mnusic
com ng out of you!

STEVE
"Il bet it will be your best work
so far.

JANI S
"1l start witing tonight - | can't

wait to get back into the studio!
(suddenly starts
sobbi ng)

OCh, but poor Jim! Poor, poor, Jim!

STEVE
You can dedi cate your new al bumto
Jim. But you've got to quit drinking
and doi ng heroin.

JANI S
You're right. 1'll record the new
al bumand then 1"l quit.
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STEVE
| sure wish you' d do it now.

JANI S
will - | promse. But | need
mething to get nme through all of

I

onet

his, just for alittle while.
(sobbi ng)
rw se, when | close ny eyes, al

he
Il seeis Jim's face.

STEVE
O K., but when you get done | just
heard about this other drug and
al cohol rehab place that's fantastic.
It's in the Arizona nountains. The
| ady there has a whole different
hol i stic approach with herbs,
medi tati on, nmassages, the whol e works.
They have a great success rate.

JANI S
That sounds perfect.

STEVE
So you see, Janis, you've got nothing
to worry about.

JANI S
(sadly, reflecting)
Poor, poor Jim.

STEVE
If you quit, you'll make hi m proud.
|"m sure he's up in heaven right now
| ooki ng down on you, sweetheart, and
| know he woul d only want the best
for you. Make him proud of you,
Jani s.

JANI S
"1l try. Poor Jim!
(puts her head down

on the table and
cries softly)

Shane puts his arm around Janis.
| NT. STEVE' S OFFI CE - LATER THAT DAY

Steve is in his office with Johnny.



STEVE
She bought it conpletely and she's
usi ng again, so your people should
be able to hit her at any tine.

JOHNNY
That's good news, because |'m under
a lot of pressure to get this done.
Ni xon and Hoover want Jani s dead,
and | nean yesterday.

STEVE
So if everything goes well, you'll
take care of ny wfe?

JOHNNY

Steve, we appreciate your help in
all of this and we couldn't have
done it without you. | was getting
nervous that we wouldn't be able to
get to Janis in the anmount of tinme
t hat Hoover gave us, so yes, as a
reward, we'll take out your wfe.

STEVE

|'ve already got too nuch nobney going

out the door in alinony and child
support with ny first wife and
can't afford anot her expensive

di vor ce.

JOHNNY
Has she been talking to divorce
attor neys?

STEVE
Al of them

J OHNNY
O K., once Janis is taken care of,
we'll take care of your wife a few
days |l ater.

STEVE

How are you going to do it?

JOHNNY
An auto acci dent always wor ks best.
Wndy roads wwth [ots of turns where
you live - shouldn't be too hard to
make it | ook Iike she was driving
too fast and | ost control of the
car.
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STEVE
And i f she sonehow survives the crash
down the hill, you'll be sure to

finish her off?

JOHNNY
O course. M guys have done this
many tines before and no | aw
enf orcenment agenci es have never had
any suspicions or questions. These
guys are real pros.

STEVE
And they'll make sure ny little girl
isn't in the car.
JOHNNY
They will.
STEVE
Well | really appreciate it, Johnny.
JOHNNY
It's nice doing business with you,
Steve. [I'mglad you went in with

Mario and | on the restaurant.

STEVE
It's packed every night and who
doesn't |love great Italian food,
especially in LA where it's so hard
to find?

J OHNNY
True!

STEVE
| was just curious - why haven't you
hit Morrison yet?

JOHNNY
| was told to hold up on that one.

STEVE
VWiy? Isn't he the easiest one to
hit? Know ng him he probably woul d
be very happy.

J OHNNY
Al | knowis that | was told to
wait for now. | think N xon and

Hoover want to see what the public
reaction is going to be with Jim

and Janis dead. It could be that
they want to see Jimin jail instead.
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STEVE
Ch yea, fromthe Mam concert | ast
year. He pulled his dick out on
stage and told the audience to go
fuck thenselves. | heard that half
t he audi ence got really offended and
the other half |aughed and took off
all their clothes. No wonder his
band mates are fed up with himand
don't like playing with himanynore.

JOHNNY
The Mam district attorney is about
to indict himand Hoover's people
want to see if he gets convicted.

STEVE
How nmuch tinme could he get?

JOHNNY
|f they win, he could get as nuch as
five years hard | abor

STEVE
It's hard to believe that Mrrison
being the world's biggest jackass
may have just saved his life.

JOHNNY
Anyway, that's the latest information.
For all I know, N xon and Hoover nmay
change their mnd again and stil
want himtaken out. If anything
changes, 1'll let you know. Thanks

again for all of your help, Steve.

STEVE
G ad | could help. And thank you
for the other thing, Johnny.

| NT. RUNDOWN HOTEL I N BAD PART OF TOMN - TWO WEEKS LATER -
NI GHT

Janis is giving oral sex to JACK, a very good | ooking hippie,
early 20's.

JACK
Chhhh!
(comnes)

Jack pulls up his pants as Janis reaches for a half enpty
beer and takes a drink.

JANI S
Did you get it?



Jack hands Janis a snal

JACK
Yeah, | got it fromthe black guy
wi th the German Shepherd, just |ike
you told ne.

JANI S
Did you pay nore than twenty bucks?

JACK
No, it was twenty, just |ike you
sai d.

JANI S
Sonetinmes that guy tries to fuck ne
on the price because of who | am

JACK
He didn't this time. He was very
nice and said he's known you since
' 66.

JANI S
Huh, | didn't know it had been that
long. | guess so.

Jani s goes over to the table and puts a small
spoon and lights it. She then sticks a cotton
spoon and sucks in the liquid with a syringe,

it

into her wist. She then |Iies down on the

JANI'S (CONT' D)
The best part about taking a break
for a few nonths is that once you
conme back, you can shoot up into
al nost any vein you have. |'mso
used to bl ow ng out every single
vein and then I can only shoot up
under ny fingernails and toenails
which hurts |ike a notherfucker. Do
you want to snort a little?

JACK
No thanks. |'ve tried heroin before
but | didn't like it.

JANI S
You're lucky. 1'mgoing to want to
fuck later, so you'll need to rel oad
t hat beautiful cock of yours.

JACK
No problemfor a beautiful girl like

you.
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JANI S
You're so sweet!

Jack strokes her hair.

JACK
After all, | ama huge fan.

JANI S
How woul d you like to go out on the
road with nme? | could really use a
new man in nmy life.

JACK
|'"d love that! Wuld you feed ne
t 007!

JANI S

"1l pay for everything. You just
keep fucking me and being sweet and

we'll have a great tine.
JACK
Deal !
JANI S
This is sone really good shit. [|I'm
going to nod off for a bit.
JACK
Do you mnd if | listen to the radio?
JANI S

Go for it.
Jack turns on the radio and turns to a cl assi cal

JANI'S (CONT' D)

(chuckl i ng)
You like classical? WMn, that's for
ol d peopl e.
JACK
| like everything. | normally change

the station every ten mnutes or so,
classical, then jazz, then bl ues,
sonetinmes folk and rock and roll of
cour se.

JANI S
That's cool. Wy don't you cone
over and give ne a kiss, beautiful?

Jack gives Janis a French ki ss.

station.
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JANI'S (CONT' D)
Yurmy! There's food in the fridge
in case you get hungry. Let nme sleep
for about an hour and wake nme up - |
don't want to sleep all night.

JACK
Sur e.

Janis falls asleep. Jack goes to the kitchen and gets a

Twi nkie and a beer. He acts as if he is conducting the
synphony in tinme with the nusic, using the Twnkie as his
baton. He puts the Twi nkie down on the table, takes a drink
of his beer and then goes over to Janis.

JACK ( CONT' D)
(taps her on the cheek)
Janis, are you asleep? Hey, Janis,
are you asl eep?

Jack then pulls a syringe out of his back pocket, rolls up
Janis' pant leg and injects heroin into her vein.

JACK ( CONT' D)

|"mreal sorry, Janis, but the Mfia
guy in the suit said they'd kill ne
and ny brother if | didn't do this.
The way | figure it, a junkie |ike
you was just going to off herself
sooner or | ater anyway.

(pause)
| wasn't joking about being a big
f an.

(sadly)
Sorry, Janis.

Jack exits the notel room
EXT. QUTSI DE OF SHANE' S APARTMENT - ONE HOUR LATER

Shane parks his car in his apartnent parking |ot and staggers
drunk out of the car.

SHANE
|"malive, notherfuckers, and nobody's
gonna kill me. 1've got nore |ives

than a cat! Janis is al nost done
with her new al bum and she said that
| hel ped inspire her! That's right -
me!

A man dressed conpletely in black cones up from behi nd Shane
and hits himin the back of the head wth a baseball| bat.
Shane falls down and the man hits himagain in the head tw ce.
The man then pulls Shane's body away fromthe car.
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The man takes Shane's keys and wall et and then drives off
with Shane's car.

| NT. RUNDOMN APARTMENT | N BAD PART OF TOWN - NEXT MORNI NG

JANEY, H ppie, 19, is brushing her teeth in the bathroom
She is listening to a portable radio that is broadcasting
the news of Janis' death

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Janis Joplin is dead. The wonan who
has been called the voice of her
generation and a defining icon of
hippie culture is dead at 27. More
to come at 8 AM

JANEY
Holy shit!

Janey spits out and w pes her nouth.

JANEY ( CONT' D)
Jack, did you hear that?! Janis
Joplin' s dead!

Janey exits.
| NT. APARTMENT - DOOR TO JACK' S ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

JANEY
Hey Jack, did you hear ne? They're
saying that Janis Joplin died |ast
night. That's less than a nonth
after Jim Hendrix. | guess the
60's really are over

Janey knocks tw ce.

JANEY ( CONT' D)
Knock, knock. | know you probably
have a girl in there |ike always,
but I'"'mcom ng in anyway, so pl ease
cover up because here | cone.

Janey opens the door and Jack is lying dead on the bed with
a syringe sticking out of his arm

JANEY ( CONT' D)
(scream ng)
No, Jack
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EXT. WRECKED CAR AT THE BOTTOM OF A HI LL - TWO DAYS LATER -
DAY

Steve is dead sitting in the driver's seat of his smashed up
car.

EXT. UPSCALE RESTAURANT PARKI NG LOT - THAT NI GHT

Eddi e gets out of his sports car. As he closes the door,
Johnny approaches him

JOHNNY
Hey, Eddi e!

EDDI E
Do you want ny aut ograph?
(starts to open his
car door)
| have a few signed ones in ny car.

JOHNNY
An aut ogr aphed photo woul d be great,
Eddie, but I"'mnot really here for
t hat .

EDDI E
What can | do for you?

JOHNNY
It's really terrible about what
happened to Janis Joplin, isn't it?

EDDI E
(conf used)
Yeah, she was quite a talent. But
drugs are pretty ranpant in the nusic
busi ness right now, fromwhat |'ve
hear d.

JOHNNY
D d you know Jani s?

EDDI E
Hey, buddy, I'mlate for a dinner
appoi nt nent .

Eddie tries to get by Johnny, but Johnny bl ocks him

JOHNNY
Don't worry, Eddie, | won't keep you
much longer. | heard that you got

to know Janis quite well when you
two were in rehab together. You
know, that nice place in Mlibu.

( MORE)



JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
She went there for heroin and you
went there for pills.

EDDI E
(scared, angry)
Who the fuck are you?

JOHNNY
Sonebody you don't want to nmess wth.

EDDI E
Yeah, she was there when | was there.
So what ?

JOHNNY
| understand that you and Janis got
quite cl ose.

EDDI E
Look pal, | get close with a | ot of
girls. I'mtrying to nove up the

| adder in the entertai nnent business
so that's kind of part of the job
description for sonmebody |ike ne
that wants to be a novie star or a
series lead. Do you know what |
mean?

JOHNNY
Sure, | know what you nean. You're
a very good | ooking guy, no doubt
about it. Janis's type |I'd say.

EDDI E
What do you want from ne?

JOHNNY
|"ma private detective. Wrds cone

down that Janis killed herself because

she was really upset about sonething.
The people who hired ne want to know
if that's true, and if so, what she
was so upset about.

EDDI E
(becom ng cal m
Man, she was a junkie. Do you know
how many | unki es overdose for no
reason at all other than that they
just got too wasted and took too
much? A whol e |ot.
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JOHNNY
Yeah, but you and Janis nust have
tal ked. You spent al nbost a whole
nmont h t oget her.

EDDI E
Sure. We'd sit out by the pool and
talk shop. W were both in the
entertai nment business so that's
what we tal ked about.

JOHNNY
What did she say?

EDDI E
She said she was really stressed out
about not being the big star she had
been in '67 during Monterey and al
that. She was worried that other
bands were comng up and selling a
| ot nore al bunms than she was selling.
She said she needed to change her
sound and didn't know how. She al so
said that she was worried that she
woul d start using again when she
went back out on the road.

JOHNNY

s that it?
EDDI E

Yeah, that's it. Can | go now?
JOHNNY

Sure, Eddie. Thank you for your

tine.

Johnny |l ets Eddi e pass as Eddi e wal ks casually toward the
restaurant entrance.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Ch, Eddi e.

EDDI E
Yeah?

JOHNNY
You nust have been really torn up
when you heard about Jani s passing.

EDDI E
(casual l y)
| f you say so. Strung out hippie
chicks die all the tine.
( MORE)



EDDI E ( CONT' D)
| normally try to stay away from
them Too many hot chicks in
Hol | ywood that don't have all of

t hose drug problens. | only fucked
Jani s because it was sonething to do
and | was really bored. |If you don't

believe nme, go try rehab for thirty
days.

JOHNNY
No, | believe you, Eddie. How s
that pill problemgoing for you?
EDDI E

|'ve been clean for al nost two nont hs
now.

JOHNNY
Good for you - keep it up!
(begins to get in his
car)
Have a nice dinner.

EDDI E

Thanks.

(wat chi ng Johnny drive

away, to hinself)
They killed her. So that's what she
was so worried about. Good thing
|''ma damm good actor - | think he
actually believed ne. He nust have
been on the fence about nme anyway,
not knowing if | know anyt hing,
otherwise |'d already be dead. But
| think he believed ne. Well, if he
didn't, | guess I'l|l be dead in the
next day or two and there isn't a
goddam thing | can do about it.

(lights a cigarette,

bi g i nhal e and exhal e)
But | think he believed ne. | sure
as fuck hope so. They're probably
watching nme to see if | do anything
stupid, like if I panic and go runni ng
to the cops.

(bi g inhal e and exhal e)
No, you're not going to do that.
You're going to keep your cool and
go about your business |ike you never
even spoke to the guy. Janis was
just a tenporary acquai ntance that |
barely knew. Nothing nore. That's
the smart play.
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Eddi e puts out his cigarette and goes into the restaurant.
| NT. NANCY'S ROOM - THAT NI GHT

We see the inside of Nancy's roomin a typical suburban
American hone. Nancy, white, fifteen, is a very pretty
teenage girl with long red hair. Her walls are covered with
Janis Joplin posters and she has a |ava | anp on her end table.
A Janis Joplin song plays on her portable record pl ayer.

Nancy is crying.

NANCY
| love you, Janis! You nean so much
to ne!

Nancy pulls out a .357 revol ver fromunder her bed, puts the
gun in her nmouth and pulls the trigger, blow ng her brains
out against the wall and her bed. Her nother, SHERRY, |ate
30's, hears the | oud bang and opens the door.

SHERRY
(scream ng)
Nancy, no!

Sherry runs to Nancy and cradles her in her harns as she
cries hysterically.

| NT. COLLEGE DORM - ONE NI GHT LATER
Bl LL, JEFF and FRED, all college freshnmen, all eighteen, are

standi ng outside of Fred's dormroom as Fred knocks on the
door.

Bl LL
He's probably got a girl in there.
JEFF
Did he finally make it with Sarah?
Bl LL
No, | just saw Sarah five m nutes
ago. It can't be her.
JEFF

| bet he's jacking off!

Bl LL
And we caught him

Jeff knocks.

JEFF
Come on out, Ronnie! This is the
mast ur bati on police and we have a
warrant for your arrest!
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Bill and Fred | augh.

FRED
Conme on, man! Put your pants on and
open the door. | left ny keys and
wal I et on nmy desk.

Fred knocks again and there is no response.

FRED ( CONT' D)
Quys, do you think he's o.k.? This
isn't like him

JEFF
What drugs has he been taking? Maybe
he's just zonked out.

Bl LL
He's been taking the sanme drugs that
we' ve been taking at the sane tine
that we've been taking them so |
doubt he's asl eep.

FRED
Jeff, do you still know how to do
that trick with Bill's gas card?
Jeff extends out his hand as Bill fishes his gas card out of

his wallet and gives it to Jeff.

JEFF
Wat ch and | earn, gentl enen.

Jeff inserts the gas card between the door and the | ock and
is able to open the door. The three barge in together.

Bl LL
Pul | your pants up, Ronnie!

As all three charge into the roomyelling, Fred turns on the
light, revealing RONNIE, dead, with an electrical chord tied
around his neck, attached to the leg of his twin bed that he
turned upright. There are Jim Hendrix posters all over the
walls. Bill and Jeff run out of the room scream ng as Fred

falls to his knees crying.

JEFF
Fuck!

Bl LL
Get the HA'! Call the police!
Call an anbul ance! Ronnie killed
hi msel f!
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Tiffany, nineteen, also a freshman, hearing the commoti on,
runs into the room and sees Ronni e and Fred.

Tl FFANY
Jesus!
(begi ns crying)

Tiffany sits behind Fred and hugs himas they both stare at
Ronni e.

TI FFANY ( CONT' D)
Wiy did he do it, Fred? Wy did he
do it? Everybody | oved Ronnie.

FRED

(crying)
Look at the walls, Tiffany. When
Hendri x died, Ronnie died with him

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE OVAL OFFI CE - ONE MONTH LATER - DAY

President N xon is neeting with J. Edgar Hoover and John
Ehrlichman. Al three are in a very good npod.

NI XON
Do you think we were smart or just
| ucky?

HOOVER

A conbination of both, | think. You
certainly had a great plan and |
think our friends carried it out
pretty well for us.

EHRLI CHVAN
The public response has been
unbel i evable. There's a tidal wave
of enotion out there wwth the Anerican
people, and it's all on our side.
Anericans, the real Americans, are
fed up wth the drugs and the
vi ol ence.

NI XON
Are the hippie kids leaving their
communi st conmunes and goi ng back
home?

HOOVER
W're seeing that. W're also seeing
a lot less drug busts in the |ast
mont h around the country. A |ot of
kids are quitting the lifestyle.

( MORE)



HOOVER ( CONT' D)
Many have stopped doi ng drugs
conpletely and are goi ng back to
school

EHRLI CHVAN
It's a hone run, M. President.

NI XON
| want to thank you both for your
help - it was a great teameffort.
VWhat are your plans for Admral
Morrison's son?

HOOVER
| saved himfor |ast because he has
been indicted in Mam for indecent
exposure during one of his concerts
there | ast year.

NI XON
He probably was so drugged out that
he can't even renenber what he did.

EHRLI CHVAN
That's what he's been telling everyone
but that isn't going to help himin
court.

HOOVER
| spoke with the Mam district
attorney and he told ne that his
office is going to go all out to get
a conviction.

NI XON
Good! If he's found guilty, how
much tinme do you think he'll get?
HOOVER
They' Il try for five years, but since

he doesn't have any prior convictions,
he may only get a year

NI XON
That's not enough. |If he got five
years hard |l abor in state prison
with the lifers fucking himin the
ass every chance they got, now that's
real punishnment. But a year in the
county jail, which would probably be
si x nmonths wth good behavior, that's
unacceptable. They m ght as well
just send himto sumer canp.
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HOOVER
If they're even able to convict him
Hi s record conpany hired the best
defense attorneys for him which
woul d have expect ed.

NI XON
Based on what you're telling ne, the
jail option for this degenerate
doesn't sound like it's going to
work, so | say let's hit him

EHRLI CHVAN
| agree, M. President.

HOOVER
W can do that. The first two hits
were pretty easy. This one will be
even easi er.

NI XON
Delay it for alittle while. W
shoul d be able to ride the Anmerican
public's current enotions for about
six nmonths. Then | say we hit him
t hen, just when people are starting
to forget, and when he overdoses, it
wll reinforce to everyone that drugs
are dangerous and that this can al so
happen to their kids if they start
usi ng drugs.

(pause)
l'd like to meet with Adm ral
Morri son.
EHRL| CHVAN

(surprised)
Do you think that's w se?

HOOVER
(al so surprised)
| wouldn't recommend it.

NI XON
|"mcurious, that's all. | can't
i magi ne why such a good man woul d
have such an awful son. | want him
to explainit tone. It may give ne

sone ideas how | can reach nore of
t hese young peopl e who are agai nst
the war, hate the governnent and
hate ne personally.
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HOOVER
(reluctant)
He's no dumry. |'ve asked around

about him He mght figure out what
we have pl anned for his son.

NI XON

So what if he does? He's a good
Navy man and knows how to keep his
mout h shut. And besi des, he knows
what a huge fuck up his son is and
"' m sure he al so knows the harmhis
son's done to the young peopl e of
this country and to the war effort.
| bet he's really enbarrassed.
know | sure as shit woul d be.

EHRLI CHVAN
M. President, Admiral Mrrison was
one of the admrals that nouthed off
when the Israelis attacked the U S. S.
Li berty.

NI XON

Well |I'"mnot going to hold that
against him Al the Navy guys were
upset about that, and | was too,
but the Liberty just got caught in
the wong place at the wong tine.
It was spying for us and the Israeli's
didn't want anyone to figure out
that they were going to attack the
Gol an Hei ghts the next day. So they
attacked the Liberty. But |I'msure
that all of the admrals got over it
once they saw t he bigger picture of
fulfilling our goals in the Mddle
East. Anmerica needs |srael.

(pause, to Ehrlichman)
| want to neet Adm ral Morrison by
the end of next week.

EHRLI CHVAN
Yes sir.

| NT. SECLUDED BAR FLY BAR - TWO DAYS LATER - DAY

Jimis sitting at the bar while Bruce waits on him There
is no one else in the bar. Jimlooks terrible - desperate
and exhaust ed.

JIM
They're going to kill me, Bruce.



BRUCE

Who?
JIM

The governnent and the Mafi a.
BRUCE

No, really?
JIM

It's true. N xon had Jim and Janis
killed and 1'm going to be next.

BRUCE
Is that the sane Jim who was in
here with you a few nonths ago?

JIM
The sane.
BRUCE
Jesus!
(pause)

But on the radio they said that Janis
girl died froma drug overdose.

JIM
That's what they want you to believe.
They were both nurdered, trust ne.

BRUCE
(believing him al arned)
What are you going to do?

JIM
| was thinking that I mght kill
mysel f.

BRUCE
You don't want to do that - then
t hey w n.

JI'M
| don't know, Bruce. |''mso scared
and tired - | just want this to be

over, one way or the other.

BRUCE
What about your father?

JI'M
VWhat about hi nf?
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BRUCE
Didn't you say he's an admral in
t he Navy?

JIM
He is.

BRUCE

Call himup and talk to him Maybe
he can hel p.

JIM
My dad and | hate each ot her.
(pause)
You know | worshi pped the guy when
was a kid and | got to go on every
ship that he ever commanded. He was
al ways so excited to show ne around
and for ne to neet his crew. It's
probably the nost fun | ever had. |
was so proud of himand he was so
proud of me. | was Dad' s boy.
(pause)
But when | turned 16 and told him]l
didn't want to go into the Navy and
that | wanted to be a poet, it kind
of killed a part of himl guess. He
never treated ne the sanme way again.
| was no |longer part of his enpire
and he didn't |ove ne anynore. |
[ et himdown and he |et nme down big
time. So, yeah, I'd rather just
kill nyself than have to talk to ny
f at her agai n.

BRUCE
Jim that's childish. Do you think
you're the only guy who didn't get
along with his old man? M/ dad used
to beat the shit out of ne every
tinme he had a bad day at work, and
there were a | ot of bad days. He
beat the shit out of ne, he beat the
shit out of ny sister, he beat the
shit out of nom and he even killed
one of our dogs. That guy was an
absol ute piece of shit and | didn't
even go to his fucking funeral.

JIM
To fat hers!
(drinks)
Ww, | thought |I had the worst dad -
maybe not .



BRUCE
Jim you should call him
JIM
If 1"'mgoing to do that, | mght as

well just bite the bullet and visit
the whole famly.

BRUCE
VWere do they live?

JIM
San Di ego.

BRUCE

You've lived in LA all this time and
you never visited thenf

JIM
Not once.

BRUCE
Jim based on what you're telling
me, if it's true, you need to go see
your father, and you need to see him
right away. He may be your only
chance.

JIM
O K., Bruce, but | don't think it's
going to make a damm bit of
di fference.

BRUCE
| don't care how nuch you hate him
or how nmuch he hates you. Renenber,
you're still his flesh and bl ood and
you need help. And he's an admral
for Christ's sake - he's gotta have
sonme pull.

JIM
There are a thousand admrals in the
Navy, Bruce. Trust ne, | grew up
around all of that and I know. My
guess is that he'll just slamthe
door in ny face, or if he does listen
to what | have to say, he'll probably
just laugh his ass off, tell ne |
deserve everything that's comng to
me, and say how glad he is that he
voted for Nixon. M dad' s such a
fucki ng asshol e.
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BRUCE
Well, if you're going to go see him
and you're going to ask for his help,
| sure as shit wouldn't go with that
attitude. Wy don't you extend the
olive branch for once.

JIM
You nean use the carrot instead of
t he stick.
BRUCE
It's worth a try, don't you think?
JIM
"' mnot even sure | want ny father's
hel p.
BRUCE

If you didn't, we wouldn't be having
this conversation. Looking back at
it, maybe |I could have tried a little
harder with ny dad. Maybe | shouldn't
have witten himoff entirely when
was young. Tried to see things from
his point of view Maybe | should
have gi ven himand nysel f anot her
chance. Maybe. But it's too late
now. He's long dead and I'I| probably
be dead in another five or ten years
with the way | snoke and dri nk.

Gve it atry, Jim it couldn't hurt.

JIM
O K, Bruce. [I'lIl go see himand
"I try.

Bruce pours Jimand hinself a shot of whisky.

BRUCE
Here's to second chances!

JI'M
Here's to second chances that are
probably glorious failures with
asshol e fat hers!

BRUCE
That's too cynical for nost people
but probably very optim stic for
you. [I'Il drink to that!

Bruce and Ji mboth chuckle and drink their shots.



68.
| NT. RESTAURANT - ONE WEEK LATER - DAY

Jimand Admiral Morrison enter a secluded restaurant that
overl ooks the Pacific Ocean. There are only a few patrons
in the restaurant. Admral Mrrison is wearing his uniform

JIM
Not many people in this place. Snart
nove consi dering who your dining

conpanion is. | wouldn't want you
to be horribly enmbarrassed or anything
i ke that.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
It's 3 PM- we're between the | unch
and di nner crowds.

JIM
It probably woul d have damaged your
career if you had taken ne to the
Oficer's Cub on the base.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
Pl ease don't get ne started.

JIM
| took tinme out of ny very busy
schedul e and drove all the way down
fromLA to see you, renenber?

ADM RAL MORRI SON
And | appreciate it. But | don't
appreci ate the way you treated your
not her, your sister and your brother.

JIM
What was | supposed to do - they're
cold bl ooded like alligators.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(trying not to |ose
hi s tenper)
Goddam you, Jimmy. Don't talk about
themlike that.

JIM
Nobody calls nme Jimmy anynore, Dad,
except you. That person died a |ong
ti me ago.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
And | suppose you replaced himwth
this drug infested comruni st that
wants to overthrow the governnent
that now sits in front of ne?



Adm r al

JIM
| never said that | wanted anyone to
overthrow the government and |' m not
a comuni st, although it certainly
is within nmy constitutional rights
to becone one if | decide to in the
future.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
That woul d be just |like you. Do you
know what that would do to ny career?

JIM
| don't give a shit about your career.
Do you know how many tinmes we noved
when | was a kid? Eleven - that's
how many tinmes we noved. Do you
know how hard it is to make new
friends when you know you're only
going to be sonewhere for about a
year? After a while, you just start
to give up.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
You bei ng strange and anti soci al had
nothing to do with the way your nother
and | raised you.

JIM
It had everything to do with the way
you rai sed ne!

ADM RAL MORRI SON

(starting to |l ose his

t enper)
You goddamm ungrateful son-of-a-bitch
You coul d have done anything in life
with that m nd of yours, but you
chose to be a third-rate entertainer
t hat pronotes children doing drugs.
" m so disappointed in you - you
m ght also be a child nolester for
all I know.

JIM
(1 aughi ng)
l"mglad to see you still haven't

| ost your touch, Dad. You're stil
the same insensitive brute that |I've
al ways known and | oved!

restrain hinself.
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Morrison gets up to hit Jimand is barely able to



Adm r al
at them

Adm r al

Morrison slaps Jim

JI'M (CONT' D)
Do it! Go ahead and do it, Admral!
Let's nake sure we get a picture of
you punching nme in the face and |I'm
sure your buddies at the Pentagon
will give you a nice fat pronotion
After all, isn't that all you want
out of l[ife, a fat pronotion and a
bunch of nedal s?

ADM RAL MORRI SON
Everything I did, | did for all of
us. To build us a better life.

JIM
Ha, Ha, Ha! It sure is getting deep
in here - deep fromall the bullshit
you' re slinging around!

JI'M (CONT' D)
VWll that's the old George Mrrison
we renmenber. What took himso |ong
to show up?

Morrison sits down.

JI'M (CONT' D)

Don't you have anything to say for
yoursel f? Everyone in the restaurant
is staring at you. Maybe you should
apol ogi ze to them for being an ape
who can't control his tenper. |[|'ve
got it, let ne apol ogize for you.

(loud, like a TV

announcer)
Ladi es and gentl eman, please forgive
my father. He has denentia and
believes he's actually an admral in
the Navy. But | think he's got it
out of his systemnow and we'l |l just
have a nice quiet early dinner

A WAl TER conmes over to their table.

WAI TER
That isn't going to happen again, is
it? Overwise | will have to ask you
both to | eave.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(cal m ng down)
It won't happen again.

70.
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WAI TER
Good. Wiat can | get you both?

ADM RAL MORRI SON
"Il take a scotch and water. Jim
what do you want ?

JIM
Sane.

WAl TER
Com ng up.

The Waiter exits.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
Can we talk rationally now? | have
sonething inportant to tell you

JI'M
Can we?

ADM RAL MORRI SON
|"mgoing to be neeting with the
President of the United States next
Tuesday. He asked for ne specifically
and | can't figure out any reason
why he would want to neet with ne.
|"m pretty high on the totem pol e,
but not that high. So |I'm guessing
that it nust have sonething to do
w th you.

Jimreacts as if he has been punched in the stonach and al nost
starts crying.

ADM RAL MORRI SON ( CONT' D)
So it is about you. Jimmy, what did
you do?

JIM
(lowering his voice)
Dad, they're going to kill ne.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(lowering his voice)
What ?!

JIM
Did you hear about those two nusicians
that died fromdrug overdoses?

ADM RAL MORRI SON
Yeah, | was surprised that you weren't
one of them



JIM
| " m supposed to be nunber three.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
What did you do?! Wiy do they want
you dead?!

JIM
They want the kids that are doing
drugs to stop doing drugs and if
they can kill the three of us off
that are nost associated with the
drug culture, they think they can
win the drug war. Since the death
of Jim and Janis, it's already
wor ki ng better than they hoped.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
Well, if their plan is already
wor ki ng, what do they need you for?

JI'M

(sobbi ng)
| don't know, Dad, |'mso scared. |
haven't slept ever since Jim and
Janis died and Jim was a good friend
of mne. W didn't nean to hurt
anyone. Can you help ne? Can you
talk to the President for ne? Can
you tell himthat I'"msorry and |'I
redeemnyself? [1'Il do whatever he
wants. | just don't want to die. |
want to live

Adm ral Morrison, deeply affected, gets up and sits down
next to Jimand puts his arm around him

ADM RAL MORRI SON

(very enotional

reassuri ng)
"1l take care of you, Jimy, |
prom se. Mybe I wasn't the best
Dad to you growi ng up. Maybe | didn't
talk to you enough or encourage you
when you wwote poetry. Hell, | didn't
even know you could sing - none of
us did until your nother bought your

band's first album | wll talk to
the President and we'll figure
sonething out. No one is going to
kill ny boy.

JIM
Thanks Dad - | |ove you!
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ADM RAL MORRI SON
(tears in his eyes,
very happy, stroking
Jims hair)
Now that's the Jimmy | renenber.
| ove you too, son

| NT. CAMP DAVID - FOUR DAYS LATER - MORNI NG

73.

Admral Morrison is sitting alone in the Oval Ofice with
Presi dent N xon.
NI XON
Admral, |I've heard nothing but great
t hi ngs about you.
ADM RAL MORRI SON
Thank you, sir.
NI XON
And as the | eader of the greatest
nation in the world, I want to thank

you for your service.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
|"ve always felt that it has been a
great honor to do ny duty for ny
country, sir.

NI XON
But there is sonething we need to
tal k about. Sonething that requires
our inmredi ate attention.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(trying to hold back
hi s enotions)
It's about ny son, Jim isn't it
sir?

NI XON
It is.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(becom ng enotional)
| f anyone needs to be punished M.
President, then it should be ne.
(pause)
He was al ways ny boy, ny son.
(reflecting fondly)
He woul d al ways wait for nme to cone
home and he'd ask ne about any naval
maneuvers that we had perforned. He
al ways wanted all of the details.
( MORE)
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ADM RAL MORRI SON ( CONT' D)
And he read everything he could get
hi s hands on about naval strategy
and tactics. He wote a brilliant
paper for his history class on the
Battle of Trafal gar and when he wote
a paper on the Battle of Mdway, he
interviewed thirteen veterans of the
battl e that served under ne and Ji my
came up with things about the battle
that | hadn't even heard. And that
was when he was in the eighth grade!
Jimmy was al ways brilliant, but when
he told nme in high school he wanted
to be a poet instead of going to
Annapolis, it just kind of broke ny
heart. | had so many plans for him
Wth ny help and his mnd, he could
have gone right to the top

NI XON
Well, he didn't go to the top, did
he? In fact, he went right to the
bottom the very bottom

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(breaks down crying)
| know, M. President, and |'m so
sorry.

NI XON
In fact, he's becone a | eader in the
hi ppi e drug countercul ture, advocating
that teens | eave hone, |ive on the
streets and do drugs all day. He's
hurt a | ot of people, Admral, and
now he has to pay for it.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(trying to recover)
| saw himjust a few days ago, M.
President, and he's really sorry.
And he's really scared, too. He
wanted nme to apol ogi ze to you,
personal |l y.

NI XON
(surprised)
Real ly? So he doesn't hate nme?
ADM RAL MORRI SON

( MORE)

Not at all.
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ADM RAL MORRI SON ( CONT' D)
He told me to tell you that he wants
to make anends for what he's done
and that he wants a second chance.
He said he's willing to nake things
right, if that's even possible.

NI XON

(becom ng enoti onal

hit hard by what

Morrison said)
Interesting. | wasn't expecting
this.

(pause)
Tell Jimmy that | want to neet with
hi m next week. Maybe we can sort
this out.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
Thank you, M. President.

NI XON

(thi nki ng, enotional)
"' m not prom sing anything, but maybe
if we can get Jinmmy straightened
out, we can get the rest of these
young people who hate their parents,
and who hate this country,
strai ghtened out and get them back
on track.

ADM RAL MORRI SON
(W ping his eyes)
That sounds |ike a very sound
approach, sir.

Ni xon gets up fromhis chair, goes over to Admral Mrrison
and places his hand on Mrrison's shoul der.

NI XON
(enotional)
There may be hope for these | ost
young peopl e yet.

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE OVAL OFFI CE - FOUR DAYS LATER - MORNI NG

President Nixon is sitting at his desk. Jimwalks in as the
door closes behind him Ni xon glares at him

NI XON
Have a seat.

Jimtimdly, nervously sits down.
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NI XON ( CONT' D)
You stupid son-of-a-bitch! Do you
realize what you' ve done to this
country?! | should take you out and
have you shot right now

JIM
(pause, shaken)
| know |'ve done sone bad things,
M. President, but I"'mwlling to
make anends.

NI XON
Fuck anends! The damage is al ready
done! Your dirty poetry and songs,
your outright sponsorship of drugs,
encouragi ng kids to take LSD,
marij uana, heroin and all other kinds
of dangerous narcotics. You deserve
to die just |like your two friends!

JIM
(crying)
| don't want to diel Please, | don't
want to die!

NI XON
|"ve got a firing squad waiting
outside for you! Al | have to do
is give the word!

JIM
(crying, desperate,
pl eadi nQg)
Pl ease, M. President! Please spare
me! I'll do anything! 1'll becone
a new person - | prom se!

NI XON
(stands up and noves
to the side of his

desk)
Ctawl to nme, Jimmy! Crawl to nme for
your |ife!

Jimcraws to Nixon as he is baw ing.

NI XON ( CONT' D)
Now t ake ny hand, Jimmy and ask for
nmy forgiveness.

JIM
Pl ease forgive ne! | didn't nean to
do this to you! | didn't nean to do

this to ny Dad!
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Ni xon renoves his hand fromJinms hand and then gently pl aces

his hand on Jims head, |ike the Pope.

NI XON
(sof t eni ng)
| know you didn't, Jinmmy. | think

inadifferent Iife you would have
gone to Annapolis the way your father
wanted you to, the way you wanted
to, but your |ove of dark poetry and
dark phil osophy took you down the
wrong path and you weren't strong
enough to turn back around. And
then you started taking drugs and
the rest is history. Your record
conpany made a | ot of noney off you
They found a voice for a generation
of young people torn apart by drugs,
just like you are. And behind al

of this is a comrmuni st conspiracy, a
communi st conspiracy that you were
too blind to see.

JIM
(1 ooking up at N xon)
| believe you! | believe you!
want to change!

NI XON
Go have a seat.

Jimgets up and sits down.

NI XON ( CONT' D)
It's going to be o.k.

JIM
(sonmewhat recovering,
but still bew | dered)
How?

NI XON
You're going to die but you' re not
going to die.

JIM
(compl etely bew | dered)
| don't understand.

Ni xon gets up and goes to his bar and pours Jimand hinself

a scotch



NI XON
| still need you to die in about six
months. There are still a |ot of
kids out there that think that taking
drugs is their key to enlightennent
or sone kind of bullshit. Your death,
especially after the death of your
two friends, should get the | ast of
t he hol dout hi ppies, the ones that
aren't too far gone to be saved,
turned around and cl eaned up so that
t hey can becone upstandi ng adul ts,
t he good Anerican citizens that they
were nmeant to be.

JI'M
(not under st andi ng)
Pl ease, M. President, | don't want
to diel
NI XON

Take it easy, Jimmy, you're not going
to die. Here, drink your scotch.

Ni xon hands Jimhis drink. Jimgulps down his drink and
W pes the tears fromhis eyes.

NI XON
Lay low for alittle while and then
in about six nonths | want you to go
to Paris. Rent an apartnent. Be
seen in public occasionally. When
we give you the word, you need to
act really sick that day, and | need
you to really sell it. Late that
night, you'll take a pill that we'll
provide you with. W give it to our
top spies on secret mssions. It
will make it seemlike you' re dead
for about six hours. \When your wife
can't wake you up in the norning,
she'll think you' re dead and so wl|l
t he paranedi cs when they show up.
At the hospital, we'll pull a switch
and substitute a dead guy that | ooks
just like you. W'IlIl put heat on
t he French governnent to nmeke sure
that there's no autopsy and then
you' Il be quickly buried, or I should
say your unnaned double w il be
qui ckly buried, in a prestigious
Paris cenmetery where many fanous
French poets, painters and
phi | osophers are buried. How does
t hat sound?



JI'M
(transfornmed, overjoyed)
That sounds fantastic! And what
about ne?!

NI XON
Meanwhile, we'll fly you out of the
country where you can begin living
your new life.

JIM
| can fake ny own death, just |ike
the great French poet Ri nbaud!

NI XON
Exactly. W'IlIl set you up sonewhere
in Central America where no one wll
ever find you. W'Ill buy you a place
and set you up with your own fishing
boat .

JIM
My own boat - perfect!

NI XON
And your dad will be waiting for
you.

JIM
| can't wait - can we do it now?!

NI XON
Soon Jimmy. W need to wait about
six nonths. Until then, go about
your business the way you normal |y
woul d.

JIM
That will be a breeze, M. President.
| can do that. | hate this life of
mne, | really do. | guess | really

liked the fame, the celebrity in the
begi nning, but it got old really
fast. And | don't want to do drugs
anynore or drink, | really don't.

But ny fans expect it. M record
conpany expects it, or album sales
m ght go down and nerchandi se sal es
will go down and then we can't book
concerts in the big venues. | want
out of all of that. | want to becone
a new person, a good person.

79.
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NI XON
And we're going to make that happen
for you, Jinmmy. But there is a catch

JIM
VWhat's that.

NI XON
You're the only one that can know
about this. As far as everyone wll
be concerned, you will be dead.

JIM
Except ny Dad, right?

NI XON
Ri ght. That neans your record
conpany, your band nmates, all of
your friends and all of your fans
wll all have to think your dead -
forever.

JI'M
That sounds |i ke heaven!

NI XON
(pause)
Jim that al so neans your w fe, Pam
She needs to find your body so that
everyone really believes you' re dead.

JIM
M. President, that's no problem at
all. Pamreally isn't ny wife, we've

just lived together off and on for a
few years and she likes to tel
everyone she's ny wife. Truth be
told, we've been grow ng apart for
sone time. | know everyone thinks
that 1'ma big tine drug addict, but
| nostly just drink. Pams the big
drug addi ct and she's been that way
for a long tine. Everyone says that
she's been a really bad influence on
ne.

NI XON
She's bound to be traumati zed when
she finds you dead.

JIM
You don't have to worry about Pam
She' Il always | and on her feet.

( MORE)
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JI' M ( CONT' D)
Ch sure, she'll mourn over nme for at
| east a week or two, but then she'l
shack up with a sonme guy who's a
mal e nodel or an actor who can score
a lot of drugs for her. That's really
all she cares about - drugs.

NI XON
Your nother, sister and brother wll
all think you're dead.

JIM
(excited)
Then it will be just ne and ny dad
again, which is all | ever really
want ed.

NI XON
(becom ng enotional)
| know, Ji nmmy.

JIM
Thank you, M. President! Thank you
for this second chance - | won't |et
you down!

NI XON
(enotional)
| know you won't, son.
| NT. PARI S APARTMENT - SI X MONTHS LATER - DAY

Jimand Pam are having an argunent.

JIM
So if you don't like Paris, then go
home to LA

PAM
This place sucks! | don't know how

you can fucking stand it here!

JI'M
It's the land of poetry, Pam

PAM
It's the land with people that haven't
changed in eight hundred years! |
fucking hate the French - they're
even worse than Italians! They think
they invented culture and they hate
all Anmericans!
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JIM
They may hate you, Pam but they
don't hate ne.

PAM
Fuck you, Jimn

JIM
They | ove ne because |'m a poet and
they hate you because you're just
anot her pretender.

PAM
Yeahhh!

Pam | unges at Ji m grabbing himw th both hands around his

t hr oat .

Ji m | aughs, overpowers her and sl aps her very hard

with Pamfalling to the ground.

PAM ( CONT' D)
You fucking asshole! | can't believe
| ever fell in love with you!

JIM

| can. You just wanted to catch a
rising star, so you did.

PAM
(getting up)
You're the one that stole ne away
from soneone.

JI'M
Like that was hard! | didn't even
have to ask you - you bailed on that
guy in about fifteen seconds.
think he's probably still wondering
what happened to you.

Pam gets drugs out of her purse and puts two separate smal
piles of powder on the table. She starts to chop up both
piles wwth a playing card.

PAM
So now | suppose you're done with
ne.

JIM

Pam | was done with you in '68. |
just can't seemto find a way to get
you to | eave.



PAM
(smling maliciously
as she cuts the powder)
Yet |'mthe one you al ways cone back
to when you want to cry in sonebody's
arns.

JIM
(very affected by
what Pam sai d)
Fuck of f!

PAM
Do you know how tired I get of you
running to me every time sonething
bad happens to you or any tine you
get a skinned knee?

JIM
Don't say sonething you may regret
| at er!

PAM

Oh, | regret everything wth you,
Jim Absolutely everything. Do you
think ny time wwth you has been
paradi se? More |ike four years in
Dante's hell. That's what life is
like with you.

JIM
You' ve al ways gotten nore out of our
rel ationship than I have!

PAM
Oh really? You should keep telling
yourself that. You m ght actually
believe it some day. And what
rel ati onship are we tal ki ng about ?
The fucking that we barely do anynore?
Seei ng some French nodel that you
got high on speed and booze and then
wat chi ng her vomt all over the floor
after you just fucked her in the
ass?

Jimis enraged and goes to hit Pam agai n.

PAM ( CONT' D)
That's right. Go ahead and hit ne
again, Jim It won't be the first
time and it certainly won't be the
| ast tinme, you fucking creep.

Ji mcal nrs8 down.
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JIM
Al right, Pam You win this round.
|"mgoing to go into the bedroom and
wite sone poetry while you snort
your heroin and your speed. | assune
that's what you have.

PAM
VWhat else would it be?

JIM
Heroin on the left and speed on the
right wth a wine chaser |ike always.

PAM
Maybe one day you'll wake up and you
won't be an asshol e anynore, although
| doubt it.

JIM

What can one expect from a high class
country girl from Wed, California?

PAM
Try to wite sone poetry that doesn't
suck!

JIM
Cunt !

Jimexits into the bedroom and cl oses the door.
| NT. SAME APARTMENT - THREE HOURS LATER

Pamis passed out on the couch, with the two slightly smaller
piles still on the table. Jimenters fromthe bedroom

JIM
Pam ny | ove, are you asl eep?

No response from Pam

JI' M ( CONT' D)
(1 ouder)
Pam

No response from Pam

JI M ( CONT' D)
(to hinself)
Well, it looks like ny little plan
is working to a tee.
( MORE)
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JI' M ( CONT' D)
For once, | actually wasn't mad at
you at all, baby, but you bought ny
acting job hook, |ine and sinker.

Actually, the whole world has

been

buying ny acting for about four years
now. But tonight will be John
Barrynore's | ast great performance
before his friends send his corpse

off on a fiery boat, which is
proper for a Viking funeral.

only
You

know, Pam | wasn't ki ddi ng when
said | wanted things to be over with

us back in '68, | just didn't

know

how to get rid of you. "Ch, Jimand
Pam you're such a great couple!"
That shit makes nme sick. Well, as

of tonight, |I amdeclaring us

officially divorced, although | do
need you to do one nore thing for

me, sweetheart. \When you find ne
dead tonorrow norning, nmake sure you
scream hysterically as only you can
because you'll know the noney train

is finally no mas!
(1 ooking at the two
pi |l es)
You and your drugs.
(l'i ke a high schoo
princi pal)

| really think you have a drug
problem young lady. It really seens

to have taken over your life.
(reaches for a straw
on the table)
Don't mnd if | do.
(snorts sone of the
speed)

Well, Pam | guess this is goodbye.
It's been real and its been good,

but it ain't been real good!
(begins to exit to
the ot her room

And the last thing | have to say to

you is...
(farts and then | aughs)

And now for the final curtain!

(exits to the other
room as he cl oses
t he door)

| NT. BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Jimgoes to the desk and opens a snal
pill. He places the pill on the desk.

box cont ai ni ng one
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He then wal ks over to the bathtub and begins to run a bath.
He then goes back and grabs the pill.
JIM
So this is the little pill that is
going to give ne a new life? You
know, | would pay about ten mllion
bucks for you, ny little friend.
(t hi nki ng)
O course, what happens if the
President was lying and this is
actual ly cyani de or sonething that
will make it look like | overdosed

on drugs?
(chuckl i ng)
Well, either way, ny troubles are

over. Nah, the President woul dn't
double cross ne like that. M Dad
woul d go crazy and they'd have to
take himout, too. Besides, |I'd
have to conme back and haunt the
commander-in-chief, just |ike one of
Shakespeare's wonderfully persistent
yet annoyi ng ghosts. Only one way
to find out - down the hatch
(swallows the pill)
| wonder how long it wll take before
it starts to work? Thirty m nutes
tops | would think. Mght as well
have sone fun while |I'm waiting.

Ji m di srobes and goes over to the desk. He gets a joint and
lights it and grabs a bottle of wine that is half full. He
then gets in the tub.

JI' M ( CONT' D)
(i nhal es the joint)
You know, either way it works for ne -
dead or alive. But fuck the rock
star bullshit.

(exhal es)

That was all a really big m stake.
(1 nhal es)

Vell it's all over now, and | get

the last |laugh. Fuck you world,
because you didn't get ne!

(exhal es)

(1 nhal es)
And now, | adies and gerns, | intend
to make |i ke a sheep and get the
fl ock out of here!

(exhal es, | aughs,

guzzl es the w ne)
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I NT. SAME APARTMENT - THREE HOURS LATER

Pam wakes up on the couch. She rubs her eyes as she enters
t he bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Pamwal ks in. Jimis in the bathtub with his back facing
Pam and hi s head sl unped over.

PAM

Baby, |I'm sorry about last night. |
got really fucked up and I guess |I'm
really m ssing home or sonething.
"1l get used to living here if that's
what you want.

(gl anci ng over at him
Si nce when do you fall asleep taking
a bath? | haven't seen you do that
in a while, although |I have found
you passed out in the shower with
the water running on nore than a few
occasi ons.

(chuckl i ng)
| always | oved the | ook on your face
when | woul d wake you up. You al ways
| ooked |i ke you had no idea where
you were but were enjoying yourself
anyway.

(yawns)
Can we go get sone breakfast? [|'m
really hungry. Hey, sleepy head,
did you hear nme? Wen did you finally
go to sleep last night? | guess you
must have stayed up pretty late
witing poetry. Jim wake up, you
Irish dickhead! | want sone French
toast - the really good kind the
French make!

Pam approaches Jimand shakes his shoul ders. Jimdoesn't
nove.

PAM ( CONT' D)
Jesus, what did you take | ast night -
downers? | didn't know you had any.

Pam kneel s down and holds Jims chin, shaking it.

PAM ( CONT' D)
Ch, fuck, Jimyou' re cold!
(realizing)
Ch, Shit! No! Jim no!

Pam runs out of the roomand then the apartnent.
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PAM ( CONT' D)
(crying, hysterical)
Hel p nme, soneone! Sonething's wong
wi th ny husband! Please call an
anbul ance! Pl ease get a doctor!
Hel p!

INT. EDDIE'S KITCHEN - 1990 - MORNI NG

Eddie, 40's, is now a big novie star. He is |ooking through
his mail as his personal assistant, TAD, cones into the
ki t chen.

TAD
| thought you m ght want to see this.

EDDI E
VWhat is it?

Tad hands Eddie a magazine with a feature article on Janis
Jopl i n.

TAD
It's this great article about Janis
Joplin. Didn't you say you knew
her ?

EDDI E
| nmet her once at a party.

TAD
VWhat was she |ike?

EDDI E
Li ke any ot her smacked-out junkie.
Pretty forgettable, really. Can you
go upstairs and get that script for
ne?

TAD
Sur e.

EDDI E
Thanks buddy.

Tad exits. Eddie |ooks at the magazine, tears out a ful
page photo of Janis and throws the rest of the magazine in
the trash.

EDDI E ( CONT' D)
(to hinself)
Poor Janis. Got caught in the wong
pl ace at the wong tinme. They build
you up and then they tear you down.
( MORE)



EDDI E ( CONT' D)
Isn't that what our profession is

all about? | really did |Iike you a
lot, Janis, and I'Il never forget
that nmonth that we spent together in
r ehab.

(pause, reflecting)
Christ, nobody could sing a song the
way you could and | nean nobody.
Poor Janis. You just weren't a
survi vor.

Eddi e crunples up the picture and throws it in the trash.
He exits the kitchen.

| NT. CONDO - PRESENT DAY

The WRITER is tal king on the phone to his agent.

VRl TER
| can't believe it either, Angie!
This is fantastic news! | thought

the neeting with the execs at Warners
went o.k., but I didn't think they'd
green light this thing. Mn, if
they're really serious about making
Jim, Janis and JimMst Die into a
novie they' d better |awer up big
time. Wiy? Because the estates of
Hendri x, Joplin and Morrison are
going to be furious. Wy wouldn't
they be? Rather than presenting the
sane old stupid narrative that al
t he brai nwashed 60' s hi ppi es want us
to believe, that these were three
very hel pl ess, naive artists that
were just too sensitive to live, |
show what they were really I|ike.
That's right - extrenely selfish
rock stars who were ruthlessly
anbitious, wth a massive addiction
to fame that was even greater than
their addiction to drugs and
unhappiness. | don't give a shit
who gets pissed off. That's the
whol e point, to make peopl e think.
Christ, sonmeone has to do it. So
what do you think the purchase price
will be? No way! Plus, | get two
percent of the budget and two percent
of the gross profits?! That is out
of sight, Angie! You're the best
agent there is and you nade this
happen. | love you, sweetheart!

( MORE)

89.
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VRl TER ( CONT' D)
O K., call me when you hear anything
new. Bye.

EXT. CONDO - MOMENTS LATER

Witer, carrying his script, closes the door to his condo

and wal ks to his car. As he goes to open his car door, H TMAN
steps forward and shoots Witer with a hand gun with a
silencer three tines.

H TVAN
The friends of President Richard
M | hous N xon send their regards.

H t man wal ks away as Witer dies. Blood begins to pool on
to the screenplay. W see the screenplay title before it
di sappears in the bl ood.

EXT. FI SH NG BOAT ON THE OCEAN - PRESENT DAY - DAY

Jim now a very old man, is steering his small fishing boat.
Jimlooks |ike Neptune, tan, heavy, with long silver hair
and a silver beard. He is wearing shorts, barefoot, and is
not wearing a shirt. On board are ADM RAL SM TH, GENERAL
STONE and AGENT MARTIN. All have had several cocktails but
hold it well.

ADM RAL SM TH

Jim | don't know how to thank you.
| never thought | would have such a
great tinme in Belize. Not too many
Aneri cans cone here for a vacation

since Costa Ricais only a stone's

t hrow away, but you've really made

it special.

JIM

It's nmy pleasure, Tom | |ove being
out on ny boat and catching fish.
al so | ove the conpany.

(looks in his fish

i ce box)
Bill, this is a big halibut you
caught.

AGENT MARTI N
Clearly you' ve got the magic spot
with the right bait, Jim because |
usual ly don't catch anything other
than a buzz fromthe cocktail s!

Al'l chuckl e.
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| augh.
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GENERAL STONE
Jim did you get to see your dad
much before he passed away?

JIM
Oh, sure. He cane down here every
year for a couple of weeks and it
was just ne and himfishing, just
like we did when | was a kid. It

was always a real thrill for both of
us and | | ooked forward to it every
year.

GENERAL STONE
| bet. | loved spending time with
nmy dad when he got ol der

JIM
Tom did you go to the brothel |ast
night like |I recormended? D d you
tell Maria that | said for her to
take care of you?

ADM RAL SM TH
| did and she di d!

JIM

(smling)
That's good. A vacation should be a
real vacation. Sone of the admrals,
generals, FBI and CI A fol ks that
come down here really don't know how
to have fun, because they're
wor kaholic types. But that's o.Kk.
| know how to encourage themlittle
by little until before you know it,
they're having one hell of a tine.
That's why they're here - to have a
good time and relax. M Dad al ways
used to tell me about the pressures
of being an admral in the Navy.

ADM RAL SM TH
Especially during the Cold War. It
was a different kind of pressure
t hen.

AGENT MARTI N
Even nore stressful than it i s now
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ADM RAL SM TH
Jim last night at the brothel
made sure | used your alias - Roger
Tabl e.

AGENT MARTI N
| was just curious, who cane up with
that ridicul ous nane, JinP

JIM
(chuckl i ng)
Sonmeone in Washington, | suppose.
really like it. 1It's so bad, no one

woul d ever think it's made up

GENERAL STONE
Jim are all of your charters high
ranking folks in the arned forces,
Cl A and FBI?

JIM

Al nost exclusively, Larry. Al the
top brass want to neet ne and it's
been that way ever since | got here
in'71. Only in about the last ten
years, if things get really slow
"1l take a few tourists out fishing
now and again, but | need to nake
sure that nobody recogni zes ne, even
though it's highly unlikely that
anybody woul d after fifty years.

AGENT MARTI N
You've built a nice life for yourself
down here, Jim And all the admrals,
general s, senior agents and ot her
hi gh | evel governnent fol ks that
have cone down here over the years
real ly appreciate your hospitality.
Everybody al ways says what a wonderfu
time they have hanging out with you.
And you al ways nake sure that everyone
catches at |east one fish!

JIM
Thanks Bill. You know, |'m not real
proud of what | did in the 60's. |
said a |l ot of bad things about the
people in the arned forces that were
fighting over in Vietnamand | feel
really badly about that now. | know
how hurtful that nmust have been to
so many good people who were just
doing their duty, serving their

( MORE)
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JI M ( CONT' D)
country. So, in sone small way,
|'ve spent the last fifty years trying
to give back to the mlitary. The
mlitary I was born in, the mlitary
that created ne, the mlitary that
shoul d have been ny life.

GENERAL STONE
If you had to do it all over again,
whi ch woul d you have done - the Doors
or gone to Annapolis and served in
t he Navy?

JIM
That' s easy - Annapolis and a career
in the Navy, so that | could have
been just like nmy Dad. So that he
woul d have been proud of ne.

ADM RAL SM TH
He was proud of you, Jim The way
you turned your life around, |I'm
sure he was very proud of you, and
Presi dent N xon, too.

JI'M
(smling)
One tinme President N xon canme down

wi th ny Dad.

CENERAL STONE
Real | y?! President N xon?!

JIM

(smling, renmenbering

fondl y)
Ch yeah. It was in '87. He was
really funny. He kept telling jokes
about Denocrats - you know how many
Denocrats does it take to change a
light bulb - jokes like that. And
he brought two Secret Service agents
with him Good guys - their nanes
were Adam and Jerry. President N xon
wore a blue fishing hat the whol e
time and nobody recognized him He
was a good fisherman too, he really
knew what he was doi ng and caught a
fish every tinmne we went out. Now
that was quite a charter

AGENT MARTI N
| bet!
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ADM RAL SM TH
It's funny how things turn out.
Sonetinmes we just don't know what
the future holds for us.

JIM
"Il say. | really thought | had
the world in the pal mof ny hand
back in '67. The whole world | oved
me, or so | believed, and | was
famous. But fane has a dark side
and it doesn't buy you happi ness.
In fact, the only thing it's
guaranteed to buy you is unhappi ness
and in a lot of cases a short, tragic
life. | took the deal that President
Ni xon offered nme, and |I'm sure gl ad
| did, because he gave ne a new |ife.
| stopped doing drugs for good in
"71 when | canme here and the only
drinking I do is a few drinks now
and again out on ny boat with ny

friends |like the three of you. |[|'ve
lived a good life in Belize. A rea
life.

GENERAL STONE
You're a lucky man, Jim

JIM
Well, you know what they say, Larry -
it's the luck of the Irish. And now
for a brand new linmerick that | am
witing in ny head as we speak!

AGENT MARTI N
Aut hor, aut hor!

JIM
"There once was a poet naned Jim
who thought he lived life on a whim
You could tell he was jelly, by the
folds of his belly and his farting
of old Irish hyms!"

ADM RAL SM TH
| don't know whether to be inpressed
or grossed out by that |inmerick!

AGENT MARTI N
Bot h!
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rai se

dri nk.

dri nk,

GENERAL STONE
A toast to the Irish!

their cups.

JI'M
To the Irish!

JI M ( CONT' D)
And to all the young Irish fools,
the way | was. It's hard to be old

and wise if you weren't young and
naive in your youth. Here's to second
chances and the greatest country in
the world - the United States of

Aneri ca!

AGENT MARTI N
Her e, herel

| augh.

GENERAL STONE
Jim you're the only one that didn't
catch a fish today.

JIM
Oh, that's o.k., tonorrow s anot her
day and there's lots of fish in the
ocean. Plenty of fish in good
conditions for an able body fishernen
and tonorrow we'll have a good tide
and fair weather. |It's like nmy Dad
al ways used to say, always be thankf ul
for the fish you didn't catch, because
you m ght catch that same fish
tonmorrow when you're really hungry.
G owing up in the Depression, | think
that really nmeant sonmething to him
| mss ny Dad because he was ny
conpass, but | still feel like he's
| ooki ng down on ne from Heaven
smling, always guiding nme in the
right direction.

ADM RAL SM TH
['"'msure he is, Jim

JIM
Hey, how about a song that we can
all sing together?

95.
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GENERAL STONE
Light My Fire?

JIM

|"ve got a better one. "Were oh,
where, are you tonight?

(all three join in)
Wiy did you | eave ne here all al one?
| searched the world over and thought
| found true |love - you net another
and pffft you were gone!"

Al'l | augh.

AGENT MARTI N
VWhat was that other Hee Haw song?

GENERAL STONE
"d oom despair, and agony on ne!
(all join in)
Deep, dark depression, excessive
msery! If it weren't for bad | uck
|'"d have no luck at all! d oom
despair and agony on ne!"

Al'l | augh.

As they all sing another refrain of "Were oh Were are You
Toni ght" and "G oom Despair and Agony on Me", the canera
pans out behind themwhile show ng the nane of the boat,
which is "USS Lazy Bones - Roger Table, Captain".

FADE OUT



	1	INT. WHITE HOUSE OVAL OFFICE - JULY 1970 - DAY
	2	INT. RUNDOWN HOTEL IN BAD PART OF TOWN - TWO WEEKS LATER -NIGHT
	2	INT. RUNDOWN HOTEL IN BAD PART OF TOWN - TWO WEEKS LATER -NIGHT
	3	INT. SAME MOTEL ROOM - TWO HOURS LATER
	4	INT. FANCY HOTEL ROOM - ONE WEEK LATER - MORNING
	5	INT. NICE HOTEL ROOM - LATER THAT NIGHT
	6	INT. SECLUDED BAR FLY BAR - TWO DAYS LATER - DAY
	7	EXT. LARGE HOUSE IN MALIBU, BY THE POOL - THREE WEEKS LATER - DAY
	7	EXT. LARGE HOUSE IN MALIBU, BY THE POOL - THREE WEEKS LATER - DAY
	8	INT. MASTER BEDROOM IN A NICE HOUSE - ONE WEEK LATER
	9	INT. SAME BEDROOM - TWO HOURS LATER
	10	INT. SAME BEDROOM - ONE HOUR LATER
	11	INT. BEDROOM - MORNING
	12	EXT. ALLEY - TWO DAYS LATER - NIGHT
	13	INT. RESTAURANT - ONE WEEK LATER - MORNING
	14	INT. STEVE'S OFFICE - LATER THAT DAY
	15	INT. RUNDOWN HOTEL IN BAD PART OF TOWN - TWO WEEKS LATER - NIGHT
	15	INT. RUNDOWN HOTEL IN BAD PART OF TOWN - TWO WEEKS LATER - NIGHT
	16	EXT. OUTSIDE OF SHANE'S APARTMENT - ONE HOUR LATER
	17	INT. RUNDOWN APARTMENT IN BAD PART OF TOWN - NEXT MORNING
	18	INT. APARTMENT - DOOR TO JACK'S ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
	19	EXT. WRECKED CAR AT THE BOTTOM OF A HILL - TWO DAYS LATER - DAY
	19	EXT. WRECKED CAR AT THE BOTTOM OF A HILL - TWO DAYS LATER - DAY
	20	EXT. UPSCALE RESTAURANT PARKING LOT - THAT NIGHT
	21	INT. NANCY'S ROOM - THAT NIGHT
	22	INT. COLLEGE DORM - ONE NIGHT LATER
	23	INT. WHITE HOUSE OVAL OFFICE - ONE MONTH LATER - DAY
	24	INT. SECLUDED BAR FLY BAR - TWO DAYS LATER - DAY
	25	INT. RESTAURANT - ONE WEEK LATER - DAY
	26	INT. CAMP DAVID - FOUR DAYS LATER - MORNING
	27	INT. WHITE HOUSE OVAL OFFICE - FOUR DAYS LATER - MORNING
	28	INT. PARIS APARTMENT - SIX MONTHS LATER - DAY
	29	INT. SAME APARTMENT - THREE HOURS LATER
	30	INT. BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER
	31	INT. SAME APARTMENT - THREE HOURS LATER
	32	INT. BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER
	33	INT. EDDIE'S KITCHEN - 1990 - MORNING
	34	INT. CONDO - PRESENT DAY
	35	EXT. CONDO - MOMENTS LATER
	36	EXT. FISHING BOAT ON THE OCEAN - PRESENT DAY - DAY

